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ABSTARCT
[bookmark: _Hlk92724880]Character association and path analysis in 25 genotypically diverse indigenous accessions of garlic (Allium sativum L.) were evaluated at Vegetable Farm, CSK HPKV Palampur, for 17 agro-morphological quantitative traits namely, plant height, leaves per plant, leaf length, leaf width at middle portion, pseudo stem length, pseudo stem diameter, bulb polar diameter, bulb equatorial diameter, cloves per bulb, clove weight, clove length, clove polar diameter, clove equatorial diameter, total soluble solids, bulbils per plant and bulb yield per plant. In general, the estimates of genotypic correlations, were higher than their respective phenotypic correlations for all the traits studied, indicating inherent relationship. Bulb yield per plant displayed significant positive correlation with bulb equatorial diameter, clove weight, clove equatorial diameter, pseudo stem diameter, clove polar diameter, bulb polar diameter, clove length, leaf length, leaf width at middle portion, plant height and leaves per plant indicated that selection based on these traits would be more effective. Path coefficients studies revealed that clove weight, bulb equatorial diameter, clove polar diameter, leaf length and clove equatorial diameter were the important traits for direct selection of bulb yield as these traits had high direct effects and significant positive correlation with bulb yield per plant. These traits can be considered as the best selection indices for increasing the bulb yield.
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