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lock-lodge ratoon rice yield (3001 Kg ha™), On an
average, as braiding and lodging the harvested
stubbles involved manual labour, the cost of
cultivation of lock - lodge ratoon crop increased by
12.5 per cent over conventional practice however
stands at 75 per cent when compared to the main
crop cost of cultivation (Table 2). Consequently, the
C:B were substantially higher in the lock -lodge
ratoon practicc when compared to the conventional
ratoon praclice revealing its superiority and
economic viability in the ratoon rice technology.
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Abstract : The environmental deterioration is increasing with the acceleration of industrialisation and thus
cause substantial harmful effects not only for the whole society but also for the very existence and survival
of the farming community. The present study was carried out with the objective of analysing the changing
trend, over a period of time and factors involved with regard to nature of occupation, extent of employment *
in agriculiure and extent of cultivation, in the Pondicherry repion of Union of Pondicherry. The observations
were analysed in comparison with a non-industrialised zone, having similar agro-economic background,
Factors favoring intensive and / or extensive agriculture were analysed and compured. Some remedial
measures ns suggesied by the farming community are detailed to over come the problems. (Key Words :
Nature of occupation, Statis of employment, Extent of cultivation, Industrialised zone, Non Industrialised

zone),

Since independence, India has emerged as a
potentially powerful country, scientifically and
technologically progressive, agriculturally sclf-
sufficient and economically viable nation of the
world. These gains are unfortunately associated
with certain amount of deterioration in the quality
of environment. Thus, exploitation and protection
of the environment arc the dual responsibility of
the nation, which can be reconciled through rational
resource planning. So that, the needs of the
development can be met out and at the same lime
environment can be judiciously managed and
proiccted. This environmental deleriorations is
increasing with the acceleration of industrialisation

and thus, cause substantial harmful effects not only
for the society as a whole but also for the very
existence and survival of the farming community.
Hence, the present study was carried out with the
objective of analysing the changing trend, over a
period of time and factors involved, with regard to
nature of occupation, extent of employmenti in
agriculture and extent of cultivation, in the
Pondicherry region of Union Territory of
Pondicherry. Wherein, agriculture is quite intensive,
highly diversified with many different types of
cropping patterns. Besides, being a small region
spread over 492 sq km; it consists of more than
5000 industrial units of various kinds, which in
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rurn has direct and indirect bearing on the farming
sommunity.

Nature of occupation

The occupational changes that had occurred

wver a period of time is presented in table 1.1 and
1.2. It could be inferred-from the tables that there
were no wide variation or shift among the occupation
rom one to another, in the non-industrialised zone
md it remained almost steady over years. Whereas,
he industrialised zone had registered high negative
rrowth rate of -12.70 per cent for the agriculture
yeccupation and positive growth rates for the
emaining occupations. The highest positive growth
-ate could be sesn in industrial labour (7.50%)
ollowed by trade/business occupation (2,04%) and
igricultural labour (2.00%). Only a meagre positive
srowth of (.60 per cent was recorded in Governmeni
service.

The occupational increase in the agricultural
sector was very poor. Whereas, the industrial and
rade/business sectors had shown the highest, The
gason for such a change might be attributed fo the
serception of the farming community that the
igriculture occupation is becoming more
sroblematic, uncertain, and cost intensive.compared
o the past due to salinised gronndwater, increased
soil salinity, pollution of water, lack of transport
ind marketing facilities etc. The reason for the
lighest growth rates registered in the industrial
abour and (rade/business sectors of the
ndustrialised zone might be that the farming
:ommunity was much reluctant of involving the
ounger generations in agriculture, owing to the
meertainty about the future of the agriculture in
he industrialised zone. The other reason might be
he aspiration to seck for jobs with assured, round
he vear income. Despiic of negative growlh raic
n case of agricultural occupation, the agncultural
abour sector had shown a positive growth rate of
ust 2.00 per cent in zone - 1. The reason might be
hat the resource poor farmers were found fo be
fifficull 1o practice agriculture in the polluted
iwmosphere. -As the result they have either reduced
v given up their extent of land owned and turncd
o work in others ficlds ns agricultural labourers,

Satus of emploviment fn agriculture

It could be noled from the results prescented
n the table 2.1 and 2.2 that in the non-industrialised
one though the growth rates were very marginal in
11 the categories. 1t had shown a negative trend in
he partially employed and wnemployed catcgorics
nd a positive trend in the fully employed category.
Whereas, in case of industrinlised zone, in addition
a the fact that all the citegories hiad registered an
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impressive growth rates, it has shown quite opposite
{rends in respect of each category compared 1o non-
industrialised zone,

It could be further noted from zone-1 that
the numbers of farmers in the partially employed
categories were increased by 10.90 per cent and
8.20 per cemt respectively. Whereas, the fully

~employed category had shown a negative growth

rate (-23.80 per cent). It was also clear from the
table 2.1 that in the industrialised zone the total
number of persons of the sample farm households
employed in agncultural sector was declined
gradually over years from 424 to 405 during the
period of study. In contrary to this finding, it was
almost steady over years, in case of non-
industrialised zone, This finding also draw support
from the secondary data presented that the
proportion of increase in the cullivators category
had been negative and the proportion of increase in
the agricultural labour category had been high as
well as almost equal to the proportion of increase
in the total main workers of most of the villages
selected for the study in the industmialised zone.
The reason that were attributed for the changes in
the nature of occupation hold good for the changes
in the status of employment in agriculture,

Extent of cultivation

It could be inferred from the tables 3.1 and
3.2 that the actual land owned had shown a marginal
positive growth rate of 2.73 per cent, whereas, a
very marginal declining frend (-0.025% and -
0.080%) could be observed with respect to 'leased-
in and 'leased-ont' lands respectively in the case of
non-industrialised zone. The tendency of resinicling
the cultivation to their own land was prevailing
among the farmers of the non-industrialised zone,
duc to the gradual decline in the availability of
quality ground water for irrigation. Which in turn
duc to over exploitation of groundwater for
agricultural purpose and by the industries of
adjoining arcas. As the result, most of the farmers
were neither interested 1o take further land on lease
nor to increase their tolal operational arca. This
might be the possible reason for the result.

In case of industrinlised zone, the actual land
area awned had shown a high negative growth rate
of -22.98 per cent followed by leased in land (-
5.50%) and leased omt land (-2.50%). From the
results it was obvious that the farmers were neither
interesied in increasing the actual land owned nor
interesied in taking land on lease and thereby to
inercase their totnl operational arca. I conld be
further inferred that the farmers who had already
taken the other land on lease were also found



A, Bhaik Alseddin
304

) whe were
those whe ¢
VNers ﬁl_“j p ncing
ing the land (o the o ere involved red E
fc“'"HIE wning the land ‘;' disposing the ﬂxcﬂlﬂ
i roo . ! ARl 4 e
= = giéu:xi}ﬂnl of land uwﬂ;d: T!]rll?- Ffuduﬂmlf g (he
o Be i - d for other purposcs, over years due t (he
T o EQ:}GE . eE Sdoac 2 laﬂd as found dﬂﬂllmllgd land resources 1 ing
- : | -r. . W i an C
s NoNED O i lm;mmJln of air, water As the result; 'prm:nuru
= L RSl po ialised zone. coming
=) FEfapiakay bk B = industrialise ; radually be ive than ever
Do S o e i N B~ iculture was g st intensive d
NERBR = g i 7| agricu ic, uncertain and co, nversion of lan
= P nZwms i problematic, cgvﬁl' the process of : 0 especially for
e or ! 0Sses, c
& &| before, More I purp ing, All thes
£ - S B ultura ting.
= - W e | -avTIiC escala g
S g 2 Z industrial purp d as the reasons i
Z e ight have serve d/or extensive
z o| mig ing intensive an
=] 'ourIng ien.
= In208% o Factors for not ja
=N D e . %
L e i e g : (4 , n case
g. EREL = S[@ e | ool [ the table 4 shows 1]hm cosl of
e R ol & H A perusal F’sed zone hike in 11]cadeq“ﬂtc
. . 1all lability o i rou
& 2 e nownZe of nﬂn-mdustli] ur, non-availabil _tgf ur efficiencs
o —_ U'\E; =] 1':'1 [iﬂﬂ]tura] 1ﬂ 9 ! dECifnlng Id 4 SONSs as
I e Z ags rin time, important reasons a
olF qmn = skilled lﬂbF’“ re the most impo ing intensive
a %S| and morality, lwefamlﬂfs for not fan m:]rwir locality,
= mglgloags expressed by the riculture in line in the
- =S - L mﬂ;u_; = s ) d / or extensive ag h as gradual dec initv of
= BN IR ~| an he factors suc in the salinit
e dme Whereas, increase in 1l ral labour,
Sl = railability and he cost of agricultu in time
) = = M deﬂtEI} hike in 1 ate skilled labour h and
2 Z|g w2zl go availability of ﬂ?"ﬁf Status soil hﬂ“lj 'farm
= o z|= hon-availabilil tility status, ased far
Z@Rna28 “ T pcinig, ity S, My in performing
Zla N 2 ent loss of Tty it perfarm) {
8| subsequ oupled with unce rime importan
- e " s e S = ; were jde of industri e-I1
= Sase | ed NN oS farﬂlmgh the respondents farmers of zon g
Sl denes =gl |7 re;.smlls hg noted here that ”11:55 important. Tll:;
~ = It is to oblems as d by
o i ich pro reporte P
P =1 4 b el T arin mga_rdqﬁ St !]:l problems as . FII'E in crop '_‘.l_ﬂi-d
o |2 o w02 gl |2 ther imporia I were reductio d morality.
= o E”ﬁn—*w N 9 ts of zone- efliciency i 2
2 Z fen ™ responden ining labour efli ilities, mor
o, - e sl T ears, d“‘:]mmgé markeling facili denilant
o ol 8 SRARGTARS mck of (ransport an “arming affairs and v social
g * oo+ by el S IHE_ ical interference in : community, ost
= T eD 2|8 = los pnllh‘?ﬂ mong farming dence on high ¢
gl [Sjgr+umgE 2 Cains smang Taom depen
= e £|R 2| disharmony :15
£ 2 | 3 SlgneZaryg cxternal inputs. s
W - N r
é 'E-? ﬂE o ;’-.l &= = R Conclusions bat the p]’ﬂh]ﬂ“}s faﬂﬁ'f_lg!' and
= o In order tn_g:'“;"r ;ihr: induslriﬂll's‘?_?bﬁ?w 50 10
" = ing communi ik urigi““ Vi — iteelf
= fﬂl‘l’llmg . ture 1 1s d » am‘tlﬂg ILsedl,
E =, o restore HEHC“I. enerations in ontinuous
= the farming g needed on ¢ ion
5 8 keep on the { d efforts arc (1) Regulati
5 o several sl|51“|'3El ets may thus 1ncllldfis{15[rics and for
. w - or b’ s rin z
5 5| & 34 basis. Thee ilisation by { prior to
o 5 o1 ks e g dwater utili assessment p |
1] otmdw; npact as tura
HEAERE AL T sgricail ) putpose. (@), 1upac I Iha-sori tin)
0 éu i E-ﬁ E ﬁ % O = = TE i-i E igg:-.v{:ﬁiﬂ“ of a_%:-lziglﬁliﬁning of soil tr?[fr:l d disease
=| = — M =R i & TR EUIG ed pest ¢
Z| © |28z9E - Eu2¥eEg Dimoss y Bl Pt gl omiut
Elnt: R = 5 ShE E;SE;E measure, (4) and Integrated nu
= BHE ¢ :% 2l 2 ity management ¢
= ﬂ =
o) <= H =
= b~
=
~




305

: Facing threats to employmeni status in agriculture

Industrial Incale

- 00’001 00°£6¥ 001 o0'Zer 0000l nuEer 0ot O0°8t 00001 00'IsE vase pajerado 1on
080~ 8l 05°6 ST 0501 0t s 01 LYt 08Tl L't 0STl o paseat]
AV STl STHY TLTl  STEY TL'Tl ETCY  SUTI  00rY ERTI 00's9 ul pasea’]
ELT 09°c8 CTBEY ET'SR STLEF A STLEY 88'T8 0S6TF  89+8  09°8Et paus(y
ajea Yo ON % ON Y% ON Yo ON o ON C1odatn

Y010 t661 7661 1661 0661 6361 FPetiRa
(11 2u0Z) auoz PIsIBLISHPU] - UON - UOLUALIND JO WX T°f ajqel

- 00°00T OO0°6G9L ~ 00001 SL°E6L 00001 06°608 00001 OS9FE 007001 0S'TLR valiy pajeiado jop
08T t©T 00781 €97 o0TT ¥o'e 00°8E 00°E 00°LT 10°¢ 00°8T ino poseat]
0&c- 011 00°16 8TIT  0SF6  TET 0086 6FI1 0501 8T 0011 ul poasea|
86°CT 9+'98 00969 6098 ST'14L 1 05 6EL IS°68  00'0LL 1ST8 (57 98L parsg)
alel Yo ON Yo ON Yo ON % ON % ON, e

oI £661 661 1661 0661 6861 Liodaied
(1 suoz) ouoz pPasyEEISNPU] - UOHEANND JO DN  1°€ AYUL
= 00°001 9TT 00001 62T 00001 8¢c  oooo LT 00 001 9Tt [HETR
010 BG'E 6 08t 11 ;Y 11 6T°S (A 86°C 6 siep o> posojduoug
0t 080T Ly 96'0L 8f. 19°0T Lt 0L°0T Ly RO'IT 6t SAEP OOE-£%
padopdumayunsgd
090 TTSL 0Ll Tl 0Ll 9c'L 0oLl 10'+L 891 PEHL 891 SAEP ()L pasopdwn Sjpng
o (1] (] 0 0 .:¢
aex Yo ON Yo N Yo N Yo M ON LioSorw?)
1[IM010) £E661 Z661 1661 0661 6861
(11 suoz) auoz pasi[eisnpu] - uon - aamnoude ur Juauriojdwa jo SMEIS  7°T MNLL
- 00001  SOF 00001  OIF 00 00t ol 00°001 61t 00" 001 1A 4 oL
0Z'8 FOLI 69 1Sl [AY) 06°¢El LS 86701 Ot 618 9f s{ep go> ﬁ“.,_.n"nEu__:
06701 Cl8T vl 4 XA 96 tH'TT L6 cg'8l 6L 091 89 SAEP QOE-LS
: pafojduia Sqjenaeg
08°tT- IB°¥E (444 919  TST Y9'L9 19¢ L1°0L 6T LY'sL {FAY sdep pug< palojdwd Ayny
el Yo ON %o ON Yo oM o ON Yo ON Lodaie)
AA0I0) 661 601 1661 0661 (861

(1 ouoZ) ouoz pasieIsupu] - oanjnoude wm

A dun jo smeg

1°T YvL



306

A Shaik Alauddin

Table 4. Factors for not favouring intensive and/or extensive agriculture

) Zonc 1 Zone 11
Particulars
% Rank % Rank
Gradual decline in the availability of quality 10.00 I 38.00 A |
ground waler due 1o increase in its salinity
Hike in the cost of agricultural labour 100.00 I 98.00 1
Non-availability of adequate skilled labour in time  10.00 I 8500 - i1
Increased farm expenditure coupled with 98.50 I 26.00 X
uncertainty in performing progressive farming
Declining soil fertility status, soil health and 98.00 i 29.00 Vi
subsequent loss of soil life
Decline in labour efficiency and morality §2.00 v 76.00 I
Gradual reduction in crop yield over years 82.00 IV 30.00 VII
Lack of marketing and transport facilities 75.50 v 73.00 IV
Greater involvement of middle man and low 75.00 VI 63.00 vV
price for agricultural commodities
More political interference in farming affairs 72.00 VI - -
over years, leading to social disharmony and
divisions among farming community
Excessive dependence on high cost external 70.00 VIII 25.00 X
inputs
Inadequate availability of organic manures 24.50 IX 20.00 X1

strategies. (5) Promoting Integrated Farming System
(IFS) to suit to different categories of farmers of the
polluted locality, coupled with organised training to
the farmers and (6) Encouraging perennial cropping
with horti-silvi culture etc., as required by the
respondents of the study locale.

If proper attention is not paid to this at the
present moment there is a strong likelihood that
both the present and the future farming generation
arc likely to face a serious threat to their very
existence in the industrialised locality.
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