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!MPACT OF LAB TO-LAND PROGRAMME ON KNOWLEDGE LEVEL OF
FARMERS OF KARIMNAGAR DISTRICT (ANDHRA PRADESH)

P. RAMESHELUMAR REDDY

Effarts have been made to transfer the technology 1o the tillers of soil thraugh various

media of communication either singly or in combination. The Lsb-to-Land programme,

ong

ol jits kind which is a latest innovative introduction iz dedicated 1o the bread winnors of
our couniry, This programme was started by Indian Council of Agricultural Research {ICAR)
Movw Delhi, on the eve of its Golden Jubilee Celsbrations in the yoar 1979, This pra-
gramme was taken up, in the right earnost by the Andhra Fradesh Agricultural University,
In the second phase of this programme the Folas WVillage ai Karimnagar district was
edopted during the year 1882 10 1984, This programme combines both agricultural snd

veterinary activities.

The basic concept of this progra-
mme is to transfer the technology from
the research stations to the farmers
fields, finally aiming at the upliftment
of the economic status of the small
and marginal farmers in particular and
the others in general.

The explicit importance and cru-
cial contribution of the lab-to-land
programme to agricultural develop-
ment certainly call for a scientific study
1o assess 1he influence of the pro-
gramime on lknowledge levels of far-
mers for whom the learning situations
were designed. Hence an attempt is
made in the present study to estimate
the degree of impact of lab-to-land
programme on beneficiary. and non-
beneficiary farmers in relation fo cer-
tain parameters. The specific obje-
ctive of this study was to sscertain
the impact of lab-to land programme
on the knowledge level of respondents
(beneficiary and non-beneficiary far-
mers).

MATERIALS AND MATHODS :

-The study was conducted during
the year 1984 in Polas village of Jag-
tial block in Karimnagar district of
Andhra Pradesh. All the B0 paddy
growing beneficiary farmaers selected
under the lab to-land programme were
included in this study. Te know the
impact of this programme, the same
number of non-beneficiary farmers
were selected from Polas village by
matching certain personal and socio-
economic factors on random sampling
basis. Thus, the total sample for the
study comprised of 120 farmers. The
data were analysed statistically by
using-frequencies, percentages, means,
standared deviation and ‘1’ test.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Distribution of respondents based

on their knowledge levels

~ The respondents of both the bens-
ficiary farmers were classified into low,
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Disinbution of labsto-laml progrmms
hanolicinry and non bennfigiory i
muts hy their knowledgo scores.

Tahle 1

Category Bunafi- Non-Bonp- Ditlerant
ciary ficiory lot- in per-
farmuers mers cent
FOO% F %

Low knows-

ledpe group — - 31 51,86 —51.66

M edium

knowledpe

group a6 76.67 24 4000 4 36.07

High kntw-

ledge group 14 2333 5 B34 41488

Total 3 60 100.00 &0 100.00 —
Mean : 16.94 Standard Deviation @ 5.54

medium and high knowledge groups
on the basis of mean and standard de-
viation and their distribution patiern is
preseﬁtéd in Table-1.

It is evdient from the Table 1, that
there is a greater percentage of benefi-
ciary farmers in medium knowledge
group (76.67%) compared to non-
beneficiary farmers, (4000%). The
high knowledge group includes 23.33%

of beneficiary and 8 34 percent of non- -

beneficiary farmers, whereas, there is
an absolute high percentage of non-
beneficiary farmers® in the low know-
ledge group (51.669%). Similar results

were obtained by Pulla Reddy (1983),

The difference in percentages bet-
ween the beneficiary and non benefi.
ciary farmers were also worked out to

214

Table 2. ' volue botween the mean fobres gdin
ln ¥nowlndga: ol bonaficiary - end’ hon-
"ue-nnﬁr.inr-,r lafifoes

[ i
il g

Category ] Kean F_.itun.:r:’ard "'*ff .':-:_ _
Devistion -~ valus. .

Beneficiary .

Farmors G0 1815 ° 604

Non-Bene-

lictary Far- T |

mars b0 14.77 511 K788

’

**  Significant at 6% level of probabllity.

findout, who among the above res-
pondents dominate in the gain in know-
ledge of improved paddy ﬁatkaga of
practices, This also revealed that in
the medium and high 'knowledge groups
only beneficiary farmers are dominated.
while the low knowledge group only
non-beneficiary farmers

2. The difference in the knaw."ndgg
group of beneficiary and non-
beneficiary farmern

Mean, standard deviation and ‘'
value were employed tﬂ_'find' out any
significant difference between thp--t;e-
neficiary and non-beneficiary farmers.

It is clear from the Table-2; that
the beneficiary farmers had high know-
ledge scores compared to non-benefi-
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‘ciary farmers. The calculated ‘t' value
_wa"s_ found to be significant at 5%,
leve! of probability.

These findings are also in acc-
ordance with those resulted from the
knowledge level studies . related to
other programmes conducted by Lok-
hande {1959), Jalihal (1965), Reddy
and Babu (1982 a) and (1282 b))

“An over view of the tables 1and 2,
indicates that the lab-to-land pro-
gramme have created good impact on
the minds of the beneficiary farmers.
As such lab-to-land programme was
not only fuccesful in increasing the
knowledge of beneficiary farmers about
improved paddy package of practices
but also to motivate them to adopt the
practices.
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