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The influence of certain socio-personal charaterstics - ot ‘the

farmers in the adoption of improved poultry practices

R. SUBRAMANIAN' K. RADHAKRISHNA MENON® and NETHAJ! SEETHARAMAN®

A study was conducted in Erode and Modakkurichi blocks of Coimbatore district
to find out the influence of socio-personal characteristics of the farmers on thelr adop-
tion of improved poultry practices. The age of the respondents and adonsion of . jm-
proved practicos in terms of adoption quotient was negatively correlated, Educa;bm
farm size (number ol birds maintained), scientific orientation and risk prefoerence wern
positively associated with the adoption of improved practices, There was no s;igni!fcnnt
assocation between adoption quotient and the variables like grass income, socio econo-

mic status and economic motivation,

On account of increased demand for
eggs and chicken in human diet, poultry
has become a profitable enterprise. So,
the extension agency is involved in en-
couraging the farmers to start more num-
ber of commercial farms and to adopt
modern technique to increase production
for maximising income. The decision
making process of the farmers with re-
gard to the adoption of innovations is
likely to be influenced by their socio-
personal characteristics like age, educa-
tion, income, socio-economic Sstatus,
economic motivation, scientific orienta-
tion, risk preference etc. Hence, an at-
tempt has been made to know the adop-
tion of improved poultry practices by
the poultry farmers.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study was conducted in Erode
and Modakkurichi blocks of Coimbatore
district where reasonable number of
commercial poultry farmsis being avai-

for the study,

lable and poultry development program-
mes were in operation for quite a num-
ber of years preceeding the study.,  All
the available 50 farmers were utilised
The respondents wers
interviewed with the help of a struc-
tured schedule,

The study was confined to seven
improved practices covering the four
major areas of breeding, feeding, man~
agement and disease control. The.extent
of adoption was measured in terms of
adoption quotient. The concept of
adoption quotient developed by Sengup-
ta, (1967) with little modification war
used. The adoption guotient =

Number of practices adopted

No. of practices selected

X 100

in this study only eight variables
namely age, education, farmsize, gross
income, socio-economic status, econo-
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fic motivation, scientific orientation
and risk preference were se!ected and
guantified as follows,

Age : The respondents were clas-
sified as young, middle and old catego-
ries based on the completed years.

Education : The respondents were

categorised into four groups as illeterate,
middle school, high school and collegiate,

Farm size : The farm size refers
to the number of birds maintained. [t
was classified into small, medium and
large by working out the cumulative
totals of all the poultry farms in the two
blocks and dividing into three groups.

Gross income : Basedon the
gross annual income of the family
through all sources except poultry, it
was classified as low, medium and high
income groups.

The scales developed by Trivedi
(19631 and Supe (1969) were used with
slight modification to measure the socio
economic status and the value dimen-
sions of economic motivation, scientific
orientation and risk preference.

With a view to get on over all pic-
ture of the influence of the different
socio personal factors on the adoption
of all the practices pooled together, cor-
relation was wortked out between the
adoption quotient and each of the socio
personal factors.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The correlation between the extent
of adoption guotient and socio-personal
characters of the poultry farmers were
worked out and presented in Table |,
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TABLE . Cormelmion boiwern the extant of
adoption [A.Q.) and socio personal charasters
of pouluy farmers,

Adoption guotient and Coefficient of

their correlales . correlation
Adoption quatient and ag= — 0,812 =¥
Adoption quotient and education 07724 =
Adoption quotient and faim size 2.,2882 ¢

Adoption quotient and gress income 0.2015 83

Adoption quotient and socio-

economic status 0.2516 hE
Adoption ouotient and economic

mativation 0.2108 NS
Adoption quotient and scientilic

arientation 0.25858 7

Adoption quolient and risk preferance 0.5187 ¥

“ Signlficant at 5 par cont level
“% Gignificant a1 1 per ceni level.

Adoption quotient and age: A
significant negative reletionship bat-
ween age and adoption, indicaled
that the extent of adoption wouic
decrease considerably with the increass
in the age of the respondents aneé
vice verss, The age of the respondents
‘ranged from 27 to 62 with an overall
mean of 38 years (Tabie Il). From thz
negative relationship and the wids
range of .the age, it can be said thet
age beyond 38 would adversely affect
the extent of adoption. Similar findings
were reported by Khan (1873) and
Jothiraj (1974).

Adoption quotient and education:
The extent of adoption would increszs
considerably with the increase in ecu-
cation and vice-versa, From the mezn

and range values for education {Table li}
it is clear that below middle schosl
level of education may aifect i

extent of adoption of improved pa
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TABLE 1. Mean and Range values

Variables Mean Range

value value -

fan (in year) 3B 2182
Form siza (Mo. of birds) 612 50-7500
Gross income 26.60 197.0

tin thousands par year)

tices. The positive relationship edu-
cation and adoption level was also
reported earlier (Verma 71966 Satish
shander 1970 Jothiraj 1974). Due to
nigher education the respondents were
sbie to read magazines, bulletins, news
wapers etc., and acquire more knowledge
znd confidence in the improved prac-
Tices.

~ Adoption quotient and Farm size:
The Farm size of the respondents
widely varied from 50 to 7500 birds
with an overall mean of 612 birds
(Table 1i). From the positive significant
sorrelation between farm size and adop-
tion guotient (Table 1) it is inferred that
increase in farm size would follow
with an increase in the exient of adop-
tion of improved practices, Similar
Tinding has been reported of Narayana-
murthy (1870), Satish chander 1970
and Jothiraj (1974),

Adoption quotient and gross
income: In general, the gross  annual
income may influence the adoption of
improved practices. But in this study
the non-significant correlation between
the gross income and adoption quotient
(Teble 1) indicates that the gross annual
mcome of the respondents does not
influence the extent of adoption of
improved practices, So the adoption

[Val 66, Ng.. 1

of pnullr'f MlaLlibis 08U UL iEueat)
sarily be among the rich -farmers.
Hussain (1968) inhis study also found
the non-sigiticant relationship between
gross ennual income and extent of
adoption of practices,

Adoption quotient and socio-
economic status: The non-significant
correlation value in (Tablel), - Show
that the socio-economic status of the
respondents does not influence the
extent of adoption of improved poultry
practices, which is contrary 1o the
belief that higher the “socio:economic
status higher will be the adoption rate,
However, similar findings were obser-
ved (Singh and Sinha 1970), -

Adoption quotient and Economic
motivation: |t is surprising to note
that no correlation exists between eco-
nomic motivation and adoption quotient.
In other words the level of economic
motivation of the respondents did not
significantly influence the extent of
adoption of improved practices.

Adoption guotient and Scientific
orientation: The positive = sighificant
value of the data from (Table |) revealed
that the extent of adoption of improved
poultry practices increased with increase
in the level of scientific orientation,
High scientific orientation in general
may go with  high education and the
respondents may go in for. a variety
of sources causing better understan-
ding leading to final adoption (Copp
1666, Supe 1969 and Sinha e o
1974).

Adoption quotient and risk per-
ference: The extent of adoption would
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norease with increase in the level of
risk perference (Table ). Farmers who
are willing to take risk will naturally
ge in for adoption of more practices.
Pushkaran (1975) also' observed that
majority of the poultry practices had
either high or medium risk preference
and none with low risk preference.
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