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I:nﬂue:née of Peripatetic Training Programme on the Adoption
of Recommended Farm Practices

M. MUTHIAH', G, PERUMAL? and 5. SOMASUMNDABAM®

The peripatetic training camps influenced 56 per cent of the farmers to adopt

correct dose of nilrogenous fertilizer for the Paddy crop and 32 per cent
10 adopt the recommended split dose of nitrogen application.

of farmars

The age. lileracy level

and the size of the farm of the Paddy farmers did not significantly influence them to

adopt the recommended practices.

The success in increasing agri-
cultural production depends on the
ability *'to invelve - large number of
farmers big and small” in the pro-
duction effort (Vidyarthi, 1969). With
a view to achieve this obiective the
Farmers Training Centres in this coun-
try are regularly conducting peripate-
tic training camps to which farmers
within walking and coycling distance
are invited. Moreoever these peripate-
tic training camps are specially organi-
sed to the farmers’ present interest and
neads-how 1o increase crop production
and how to increase profits (Sanders,
1967).

The Farmers’ Training Centre at
Agricultural College & Research Insti-
tute, Madurai is training the f{farmers
of Madurai District in the above aspects
by way of organising peripatetic train-
ings. |In order to assess the influence
of peripatetic training camps on the
azdoption of improved farm practices
recommended in the training by the
trainees a study was conducted and
the results are presented below.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted with
reference to four peripatetic training
camps organised by Farmers Training
Centre, Madurai in four villages namely
Manthikulam, T. Andipatti, Usilampatti
and V. Meenakshipuram in Madura
District on the correct dose and split
apolication of top dressing nitrogene-
ous fertilisers to paddy crop. The
adoption of recommended practices in
the training programme was assessed
through a structured quesiionnaire at
the time of cult_ivalinn of paddy crop.

In all, responses from 50 respon-
dents were recorded and the adop-
tion of recommended practices due 10
the training was assessed. The data
gathered wera tabulated, analysed sta-
tistically and discussed below.

RESULTS DISCUSSION

The Farmers Training Centre,
Madurai conducted number of peripste-
tic training camps in the villages in
Madurai Distriet on (1) correct method
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of top dressing nitrogeneous fertilizer
and (2) split application of nitrogene-
ous fertilizers to paddy crop. The
analysis of the data shows the follow-
ing benefits for farmers in the paddy
growing areas.

Adoption of recommended farm
practices due to the training by the
farmers:

TABLE |, Influence of tiraining on the adop-
tion of correct recommended dose of fertilizer.

Adoption Participant adopied Percen-

category the praclice tage
Full adopters 28 56
Partial adopter ... 18 30
MNon-adopiers | 7 14

In the case of adoption of correct
recommended dose of fertilizer 56 per
cent of the participants adopted fully,
30 per cent adopted partially and 14
per cent not adopted the practice.
This is in accordance with Singh (1968)
who concluded that inspitz of various
limitations the training imparted to far-
mers improved the adoption behaviour
with respect to improved methods of
farming. Among the partial adopters
oi 30 per cent of farmers, 12 per cent
were willing to adopt the recommended
practice but for their lack of resources
like shortage of the water, non-avail-
ability of fertilizer, non-availability of
finance, pest and disease problems
etc. The remaining 18 per cent of the
partial adopters wanted to try this
recommended practice initially in a
smaller area and after getting convic-
tion, like to adopt the same in their
entire area.
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TABLE Il. Influence of Training on tho, Adop-
tion of Recommended Split dose of Mitrogen.

Adoption Particlpanis adopted  Percen-

category the practice ' tage
Full adopters 16 32
Partial adoplars .., 29 58
Non-adapters 5 10

Regarding the adoption of recom-
mended split dose of nitrogen (top
dressing nitrogen, four times on 15th,
25th, 35th and 45th day after trans-
planting) 32 per cent of the partici-
pants adopted this practice fully. 58
per cent partially and 10 per cent not
adopted the practice. Among the 58
per cent of partial adopters, 30 par
cent were willing to adopt this -prac-
tice but for adverse condition of short-
age of water. The remaining 28 per
cent of partial adopters wanted to try
this new practice in a smaller area and
if found suitable wanted to adopt the
same in their entire area,

The relationship of age, literacy
level and size of farm of the farmers
with reference to the adoption of re-
commended improved fairm practices
in the training were also studied and

the results are discussed below :
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From the table IIl it is clear
that there is no relationship betwesn
the age of the participants and the
adoption of the correct dose of apoli-
cation of nitrogen and split applica-
tion of nitrogen, since the calculated
chi-square values are not significant.
Hence, it may bs concluded that due
to the training all the age groups of
participants adopted the recommended
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TABLE 111

INFLUENCE OF PERIPATETIC TRAINING PROGRAMME

Adoption ol Recommended Practices by different Age aroup of Participanis,

Hecommended
practices

Age group-

Adopter and partial’
adopter whe had
the mind to adopt
the practice but for
their difficultiaes
such as Jack of
watar, finance etc.

Mon-adopters and
partial adopters
who had enough
resources for adop-
ting the practice
but not fully con-
vinced in the train-
ing

Chi-square walus

Correct dose of
application of

Read & write

0.69

0.63

nitrogen 3
High School 27 10
College & 3

Split application =

of nitrogen Read & wrile '3 3
High School 23 14
Collene 5 2
I

TABLE |V Adoption

of Recommendaed Practices by different litrate group of participants,

Adopier and partial  Mon-adopters and
adopter who had  partial adppters
the mind to sdopt who had enough Orit-saurs Valdd
Recommended Literate the practice buifor  resources for adopi WaIb- VoW
praclices Group their othar difficul=  ing the practice but
ties such as lack of  not fully convinced
water, finanee otc. in Ltho iraining,
Comrect dose Young 14 L]
o} application iiiddla 17 10 n.687
of Mitrogan Old 3 1
Solit application Young 12 7
of Nitrogen iiddle 16 16 0,384
Old = i
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TABLE V. Adoption of Recommended practices by different Farm size holder ‘ol participanis

Adopter and partial adopter
who had the mind to adopt

Non - adopters and partial’
adopters who had enough

e commended Farm size the practico but for their resources for adopting the Chi-sgqnare
prentices aroups other difficulties such as practice but not fully con- value

lack of water, finance ete, vinced in the training
Cerrect dose of Small 21 11
applicziion of Medium g 2 0.829
rAtrggen Large 5
andit applica- Smail 18 13
iten of Medium 6 4 0.681
nittgaen Large 6 2

practices irrespective of their age dif-
jerences- In other words age has not
influenced the participants in the adop-
s'cn of recommended farm practices.

From the table IV it could be
seen that the literacy level of the
pzrticipant did not significantly in-
fivence the adoption of correct dose
of application of nitrogen and split
application of nitrogen, since the cal-
" culated chi-square values for both the
practices are not significant. Thus, it
may be concluded that there is no
difference in the adoption behaviour
of the practices recommended in the
waining by the different literate group
of farmers.

The statistical tests revealed that
ithe size of holding had no signifi-
cant influence on the adoption of
correct dose of application of nitro-
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gen and split application of nitrogen,
since the calculated chi-square values
are not significant. Thus, it may be
concluded that the participants of the
different farm sizes adopted the re-
commended practices irrespective of
their different size of holdings.
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