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cent of the farmers and influenced an
almost equal percentage of the farmers
to adopt high yielding varieties of rice.
Individual contact in this study means
the direct contact by the extension
workes in the farm or at the farmers
home for a specific purpose.

Though the farm broadcast caused
awareness among 12.21 per cent of
the farmers about the high yielding
varieties of rice only 7.38 per cent of
the farmers were influenced by the
broadcast to adopt the practice. Since
radio is an  impersonnel media of
communication many of the farmers
who became aware of the practice
have not adopted the practice without
consulting other sources of informa-
tion. Sharma (1966) found that mass
media were only supporting the com-
munication devices in the adoption of
improved practices.

The use of visual material, litrea-
ture and illustrated talk caused only
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negligible influence in creating aware-
ness and adoption of high yielding
varieties of rice. This finding is in
confirmity with the observations of
Tripathy and Panday (1967).
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Note on the Extension Methods Responsible for
Plant Protection Knowledge

Adoption of improved farm prac-
tices depends upon the effective sour—
ées of information to which farmers
are generally exposed directly or in-
directly. Earlier studies show that in
some cases dissemination of infor—
mation is planned and intended while

in other cases exchange may take place

through  informal communication.
Hence a study was undertaken in
Coimbatore district with a sample of

20 cotton growers.

Of all the extesion methods, the
office call method raked first wtih a
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RESEARCH NOTES

Table 1. Effectiveness of Extension Methods
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mean value of 17.80. The indjrect

inluence by neighbours and friends was
considered as the next best which
scored a mean value of 18.00. These
two are the methods under individual
contacts, This finding is in conformity
with Singh and Prasad (1966). Lite-
raturs, farm and home visit, panchayat
union staff and demonstrations follow
in the order mentioned, As such, it
could be concluded that the individual
contact is a more effective method than
group contact and mass contact,

This study implies that office calls
shouid be attended with utmost care,
since most of the information diffuse
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through this source. The panchayat
union staff and other staff can make
the farm and home visit more useful
and effective. Literature can also be

printed in vernacular and passed on to
the farmers.
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