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Study of Factors Influenced the Students to Select Agricultural
Course in Agricultural College

R. ANNAMALAI!, K. N. DURAISWAMY? and K. RADHAKRISHNA MENON?®

ABSTRACT

The study brought out that situational factors like occupation, parental projection,
influence of key individuals, job opportunity, trial and error method and the personal
factors and sib-position were found to be responsible for influencing the students to

select Agricultural Course in Agricultural Colleges.

INTRODUCTION

In Tamil Nadu there is heavy com-
petition at the time of admission to the
Agricultural Colleges. Boys from both
rural as well as urban areas are coming
to this vocational training. In order to
understand, evaluate and to predict the
vocational behaviour, it is necessary to
examine number of possible determi-
nants. These are personal and situati-
nal factors.

The situational factors like residen—
tial background of the student, income
of the parent, occupation of the parent,
parental projection, key individuals’
initiation, job opportunity of this course
and trial and error method of selection
of this course and the personal factors
like academic achievement of the stu—
dent, sib position of the student in his
family and aspiration for the course

have been considered for the study,
with the objectives as to know the fac—
tors responsible for the selection of
agricultural science as vocation by the
students who have joined this course in
the year 1970; to know the factors
that have significant association and
independent influence over the students
in selecting this course and also to
study the strength of association of the
factors having an association and in-
dependence.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The unit of study was the first year
B. Sc. (Ag) students of Agricultural
Colleges at Coimbatore and Madurai.
All the even number students in the
attendance register were selected as
respondents. The first sample was se—
lected in consultation with the random
table. To know the significant asso-
ciation of the different factors in influ—
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Residential background of the
students: Residential background as
rural and urban background had an

income of the parent; This fac-

tor had a significant association with
only three factors viz., occupation of 2 3 ! |
the parents sib-position of the siudents assocuat‘ion with-only thrfae f_actors Vil &y i
in their family and ftrial and error me- occupatlon', pfar_ental projection and in- ‘
fluence of individuals. It hada normal ‘
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encing the students to select this course adopted by the students to select this \

chi-square test of significance followed course. Since this factor had an asso- ‘
by the test of coefficient of association ciation with seven factors it couid be

and Tscheprow's co-efficient T test stated that this factor was one among
were applied. The T value in between the factors which influenced the stu-

0.001 to 1.000 showing the strengh of dents to select this course. ‘

association between the factors was i ; ‘
compared. The strength of association Academlc. achlevem_ents o the

has been classified as four catogories s.tud.e_nts: Thls.factor O_l'd JoEEiede }

such as below normal in strer gth-0.001 sn.gmflcant assomgtion with any of the i

t0 0.100, normal in strength - 0.101 to nine factors considered for the g’cudy. ‘
0.300, above normal in strength-0.301 It bag belqw normal strength of inde-

to 0.500, strong in strength — 0.501 to pendents m.fluence upon th? .students ‘

0700 and very strong in strength - to select th!s course. Thus it is appa.— }

0.701 to 1.000. rent that this factor was not the deci- |

ding factor to select this course by the |

students. i
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thod adopted by the students to select Py ] ;
this course (Table 1). With regard to the strength of association with occupation
strength of association this factor had a.nd be.low noimal strgngtp o ass_oma—
a normal below strength of association tion with parentai projection and influ-
6w eeiehi :
with the factor trial and error and below ence of key mdlwdual: plongo ILEs
normal strength of association with be concluded that this factor was not
occupation and sib-position. It may be the deciding factor to select this course
therefore conciuded that this factor was by the stydents: ;

not responsible to influence the students Sib-position of the students:

to select agricultural course. It had a normal strength of significant
association with the factors —income _
Occupation of the parents: This occupation and influence of key indivi—
factor had a significant association with duals. And it was below normal stren— %
seven factors. It had a normal strength gth of significant association with aspi- g
of association with residential back- ration and trial and etror method. On 1
| ground, sib-position and parental pro- the whole it had a significant associa— i
&\ jection and below normal strength of tion with five factors. As such it could £
; association with occupation, influence be stated that it was one among the ‘
i‘ ; of key individuals, job opportunity of deciding factors to select the agricuitu— ‘
this course and trial and error method ral course by students. | § |
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Parental projection: This factor
had a significant association with five
factors. It had a normal and above
normal strength of association with
occupation and job opportunity res—
pectively where as its strength of asso—
ciation with the factors residential
influence, influence of key individuals

and trial and error method of selection

was below normal. Since this factor
had a significant association with five
factors it could be stated that this was
one among the deciding factors in in—
fluencing the students to select this
course.

Influence of key individuals on
students: This factor had a significant
association with six factors had a nor—

mal strength of association with job.

opportunity and below normal strength
of association with the factors as occu-—
pation, residential influence, parental
projection and trial and error method of
selection. As such this factor was also
responsible 1o influence the students 10
choose this course.

Aspiration of the students: It
had significant association with two
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factors viz., sib-position and job oppor-
tunity. Hence it may be inferred that
this factor was not responsible for the-
selection of this course by the students.

Job opportunity of the course:
It had a significant association with
five factors. It had a normal strength
of associatlon with the factor influence
of key individuals and above normal
strength of association with parental
projection. But it had only helow nor-
mal strength of association with the
factors, occupation aspiration and trial
and error method of selection and it
could be stated that this was one among
the factors influencing the students
to select this course.

Trial and error method of selec-
tion of the courses: This factor had
a below normal strength of association
with occupation, sib—position, parental
projection, influence of key individuals
and job opportunity. It had also a nor—
mal strength of association with the
factor income. It was also found to
have association with six factors.
Hence this factor was one of the deci-
ding factors, influencing the students
to select this course.
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