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Participation of Panchayat Presidents in Pianning and
Execution of Village Agricultural Production Programmes®

J. RAJARAM' K. RADHAKRISHNA MENON? and V. S. SUBRAMANYAN?

ABSTRACT

The study revealed that the overall participation of panchayat president in planning
and execution of three agricultural productlon programmes was above half (62.26 per cent)
of the total participation expected out of them. Of the three programmes, the presidents’
participation was more in the ‘fruit plants programme’ compared to ‘implements pro-
gramme’. It was the least in the ‘hybrid cumbu programme’.

INTRODUCTION

The Panchayat Presidents are
expected to take active in planning
and execution of village development
activities. However, public opnion on
the actual performances by these func-
tionaries are held in a diametrically
opposed manner. A study was initiated
with a specific objective of assessing
the extent of participation of panchayat
presidents in planning and execution of
the selected agricutural production pro-
grammes. .

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in two
randomly selected blocks v/z. Chithamur
and Madurantakam of Chingleput agri-
cultural division in Tamil Nadu. The
two blocks consisted of 100 village

panchayats in total and all the 100
presidents constituted the sample for
investigation. The data were gathered
from the respondents with the help of
an interview schedule. In consultation
with block extension workers and a
few panchayat presidents, three agri-
cultural programmes v/z., the distribution
of improved implements to indi-
viduals at 25 per cent subsidised rate
(implements programme), the distribu-
tion of fruit plants to individuals at 25
per cent subsidised rate (fruit plants
programme) and the distribution of hybrid
cumbu seeds to farmers at 50 per cent
subsidised rate (hybrid cumbu pro-
gramme) were selected for the studies.

The participation of panchayat
presidents was analysed based on the
calculated mean participation score. - In
each programme two stage v/z., planning
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stage and execution stage were identi-
fied. Each such stage was split up into
definite number of clear and precise
steps. Planning stage uniformly consis-
ted of five steps and execution stage
comprised of four steps. Thus there
were 27 steps in total for all the three
programmes.  The participation in 8
step was dichotomised as 'yes of no'.
The 'yes' response was assigned one
score and ‘no’ response carried no score
value. The maximum score which one
could get was 27. The mean partici-
pation score of the respondents for a
particular step or stage of programme
was the average of the individual scores
obtained for their participation in that
step or stage of programme.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

It is clear that the panchayat
presidents had paticipated more in the
execution stage (58.25 per cent) com-
pared to planning stage (52.60 per cent)
of the programme. The overall partici-
pation in the entire programme was
found to be slightly higher than average
paricipation (Table 1. This finding is

Table 1. Extent of participation of panchayat
presidents in planning and execution

stages of implements programme

percentage of

aximu
Mean ~Maximum — eqp score to

score score

max. score
Planning stage 2.63 5 52.60
Execution stage 2.33 4 53,25
Total 4.96 9 55.11

in conformity with the findings of Brar
(1966) who reported 50.95 per cent of
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participation by presidents in implements
programme:

in general the extent of partici-
pation in fruit plants programme was
more in the execution stage (63.50 per
cent) than in its planning stage (Table
2). This situation is similar to that
of implements programme. The over

Table 2. Extent of participa\'\on of panchayat
presidents in planning and execution of tfruit
plants programme

Stages Mean score  Maxjum Pecentage of
sCOre mean score to
maximum
score
_u_,_-._,_,/
Planning stage 2.67 5 53.40
Execution stage 2.54 4 63.50
Total 5.21 9 57.89

all participation also as met with imple-
ments programme Was fairly higher
than the average participation (67.89
per cent).

It is apparent that the presidents’
participation in hybrid cumbu programme
was poor and unsatisfactory accounting
for a participation percentage less than
50, whereas their participation in the
other two programmes had exceeded 50
per cent (Table 3). There was also no dif-
ference in the participation petween the
planning and execution stages. Poor
participation of presidents in schemes
like improved seeds was reported by
Sandhu and Sohal (1966). The poor
participation of presidents. may be due
to lack of proper training in the proce-
dure of planning and execution of pro- .
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grammes participation. Ponnayya (1972)
was of view that the roles and respon-
sibilities of elected representatives was
not clearly defined in planning for agri-
cultural development. Clear definition

Table 3. Extent of participation of panchayat
presidents in planning and execution stages
of hybrid cumbu programme

Stages Mean score Maximum Percentage
score of mean

score  to

maximum

score

Planning stage 2.19 5 43.80
Execution stage 1.75 4 43,75
Total 3.94 9 43.78

of the roles and responsibilities, adequte
training involving presidents in all stages
of planning would make the panchayat
presidents interested in the programmes
and help in to proper planning at grass
root level.
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