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AESTRACT

To find out the influence of personal factors viz.,
effectiveness of extension ‘teaching method
Madurai West, and Thirupparankundram planch
cantly influenced the effe;ctiveness of the ex

contact and indirect influence for the adoptio
of the tarmer did not significantly influence the effectiveness

ion of high yielding varieties of rice.

and age
teaching method for the adopt

INTRODUCTION

The main function of extension all
over the world in education which in
simple words, is the production of desi-

f rable changes in human behaviour. The
extension worker’s job is to communi-
cate useful and practical research find-
ing to farmers in such a way that they
understand accept. and adopt recom-
mended practices for their well being.
The farmers differ in personal and s0Cio-
economic attributes, such as age. edu-
cation and economic condition, which
are likely to influence the effectiveness
of different extension teaching methods.
The objective of the investigation was
to study the influence of personal fac-
tors as age, education and income of
the farmers on the effectiveness of
selected extension teaching methods.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Evaluatory type of research design
was adopted for this study. The study
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age. education and income on the

s, a study was taken up in Madurai East,
ayat unions. The factor ‘education’ signifi-
terision teaching method namely individual
n of high yielding varieties of rice.

Income
of any extension

was conducted in three purposively se-
lected blocks viz.. Madurai East, Madurai
West and Thirupparankundram Pancha-
yat Unions. Twenty six villages were
selected at random from these pancha-
yat unions which constituted 10 per
cent of the total villages and 180 ran-
domly selected farmers who had grown
high yielding varieties of rice were in-
terviewed in these villages with the
help of pretested. structured interview
schedule. The responses were tabulated
and statistically analysed to find out the
influence of personal factors of the far-
mers on the effectiveness of extension
teaching methods as individual contact,
indirect influence, use of radio, use of
visual material, use of literature, and
illustrated talk which were found to be
responsible for the adoption of high
yielding varieties of rice by the farmers.
The chi-square test was applied to as-
sess the influence of personal factors
on the effectiveness of extension tea-

ching methods.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The personal factor which caused
significant influence on the effectiveness
of selected extension teaching methods
are alone discussed, and the factors
which failed to influence the effective-
ness of extension teaching methods
are not presented in the table for discu-
ssion. In this study the 'education’ of
the farmer alone produced significant
influence on the effectiveness of indivi-
dual contact method and indirect in-
fluence.

However the same factor education
failed to exercise its influence on the
effectiveness of other extension tea-
ching methods namely use of literature,
visual material, radio and illustrated
talk. The factor ‘education’ significan-
tly influenced the effectiveness of two
selected extension teching methods viz.,
individual contact and indirect influence
out of six extension teaching methed
selected for the study (Table 1).

Education of the farmers influenced
the effectiveness of the method indivi-
dual contact since it is effective on 72
per cent of the farmer who had college-
ate education, followed by 43 per cent
of the farmers who had high school edu-
cation, 3b per cent of the farmers who
had studied upto elementary school and
31 per cent of theilleterate farmers. The
difference in the occurence of percen-
tages between the different level of

PERSONAL FACTORS AND EXTENSION TEACHING METHODS

education of the farmer is also signifi-
cant. The effectiveness of the indivi-
dual contact method diminishes when
the education of the farmer increases.

On the contrary it is observed that
the effectiveness of indirect influence
diminished in accordance to the increa-
sed level of education. The higher per-
centage of effectiveness (66 per cent)
is pronounced in the case of farmers
who were illeterate and 58 per cent
among the farmers who had elementary
education followed by 43 per cent of
the farmers who had high school educa-
tion and least effective to the farmers
group who had college education. Singh
(1970) also observed that with an in-
crease in level of education of the far-

. mer there was an increase in utilization
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of institutionalised sources and simulta-
neously there was decrease in the non
institutionalised sources and very few
of them used institutionalised sources.
This reveals that institutionalised sour-
ces like ‘ind'vidual contact method’
have influenced educated farmers where
as they have very little effect on illete-
rates. Individual contact in this study
means the direct contact of the exten-
sion worker with farmer in his farm or
at his home for a specific reason.

The personal factors like age and
economic condition of the farmer failed
to produce significant influence in any
of the extension teaching methods se-
lected for the study. This finding is in
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Table 1. Intluence of education on the e
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ffectiveness of extension teaching

methods, in adopting high yielding rice varieties
Extension 4 Effective-
teaching Edt:c:u::nal Adopter adtio?- ness Per-  X* Value
methods ovo pter  centage
Individual contact Illiterate 11 24 31
Elementary 31 57 35
High school 20 26 43 grqart
College 8 < 72
indirect influence \lliterate 23 12 66
Elementary 51 37 68 8.81%*
High school 20 26 43
College 2 9 18
Use of literature Illiterate — 35 —
Elementary 1 87 J:13 0.03 N.S
High school — 46 —
College — 11 —
Use of visual material llliterate — 35 —
Elementry i 87 118 0.03N.S
High school — 46 —
Use of radio Illiterate 1 34 3
Elementry 5 83 6
High school 4 42 9 0.88N. S
College 1 10 9
\lustrated talk llliterate — 35 - ;
Elementry 1 87 1143
High school — 46 e 0.03N. S
College —_ 1 —
N.S = Not-significant
ok =

728

Significant at 1 per cent level.
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