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Utilization of Sources of Information by Small Farmers
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ABSTRACT

Small farmers form 62 per cent of total
utilize (informal sources) neighbours to a greater extent as compared o0 (formal sources)

village level worker.
achieve sell sufficiency at a faster rate.

INTRODUCTION

Farmets’ preference and selectivity
for a source may vary with subject
matter, stages in the adoption process
as well as the characteristics of far-
mers themselves. Jha and Singh (1966)
reported that small farmers largely de-
pend on institutionalized (informal)
sources. In the present study. the
sources utilized by small farmers for
adoption of high yielding varieties of
rice were studied in relation to farmers’
charactetristics.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in the
year 1971-72 in Mohanur block of
Salem district. Small farmers growing
rice were identified and the sample
(86) was drawn at random. The study
was conducted through interview sched-
ule and limited to high yielding varie-
ties of rice. The sources of informa-
tion were divided into three categories
i. e. formal, informal and mass media.
Formal sources comprised of village
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agriculturists.  The study reveals that they

The extension worker should contact the small farmers so as 0

level worker, Deputy Agricultural Officer,
Block Development Officer, Co-opera-
tives, Panchyat and fertilizer 'seed
agencies. The informal sources comp-
rised of neighbours. relatives and local
leaders. Mass media included news
papers, radio and written publication.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Sources utilized: Small farmers
were requested to rank the different
sources utilized by themin the order of
preferences.

Small farmers mostly utilized informal
sources. The formal sources ranked
last (Table 1). Among informal sources
neighbours were utilized to the maxi-
mum. So also radio ranked first in the
case of mass media and village level
worker in the case of formal sources.
This shows that the extension workers
have neglected the small farmers. The
findings of Date (1957) and Jha and
Singh (1966) support the findings of
the study.
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with informal sources. The statistical
test proved that there is association
between education and utilization of
sources. This is supported by the fin-
dings of Wilson and Gallup (1955),
Coughenour (1955) and Jha and Singh
(1966). Though the increase in income
has reduced the contact with informal
sources, there is nosignificant influence.
Social participants utilized formal sour-
ces to a greater extentcompared to non
participants. Thereis significant rela-
tionship between social participation
and utilization of sources.
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