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Some Observations on the Sugarcane Industry
in Madras State

By

N. L. DUTT, wm. sc., F. A. Sc.
Director, Sugarcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore

I would like to extend the best wishes of the Coimbatore Institute
to the success of the Sugar Industry in Madras on the occasion of the
Special Number of the Madras Agricultural Journal. The research work
on sugarcane in the Madras State and the welfare of its sugar industry are
at the present moment under the best of auspices as the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of Agriculture is no less a person than Dr. R. Nagan Gowda who
was previously a distinguished member of the Indian Central Sugarcane
Committee and the State Sugarcane Committee. Another unique
advantage which the Madras State possesses is that the ripe counsel and
unrivalled experience of Sir T. S. Venkataraman is available to it. The
report of the Special Committee of which he was the Chairman, sets out
in commendable detail and thoroughness the various aspects of the
sugarcane industry in this State.

Though the sugar recovery in a few areas in Madras is relatively
low and much development is still needed in the sugarcane crop, there is
justification for taking on the whole an optimistic view of the future of
the sugar industry in Madras. It is true that climatically Madras is
favourably situated so far as the natural growth of the cane crop is
concerned, but unless the various operations in the field and the factory
are properly organized to reduce the cost of cultivation and to improve
sugar recovery, sugar cannot be produced in Madras at competitive rates.
There is no guarantee that the days of somewhat artificial and abnormally
high price of Rs. 54/- a ton of cane will ever come again.. The reduction
in the price of cane is a step in the right direction and it behoves the cane
grower to take a realistic view of things and to reduce the cost of
production by taking the advice of the Cane Development staff at all
stages from planting to harvest.

In the Planning Commission’s National Plan for India due place
has also been given to sugarcane in Madras and additional target for
production for the five year period ending March 1956 has been fixed.
This additional target has, of course, to come from existing area by way
of increased acre yields and better juice quality.

Taking acre yields first, the position now is very much better as
compared with the period when the older varieties were in cultivation
about a decade and a half ago. The Mauritius, Java and Barbados
varieties were holding«he field, but suitable Coimbatore varieties became
available for cultivation in®1934 soon after the work on the breeding of
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canes for tropical India was taken up at the Coimbatore Institute.
Co. 419 has gradually supplanted the older varicties and is now the
premier variety in this State. The acre yields from this variety are very
‘much better as compared to the older varieties and it may be said that so
far as yield is concerned, the Madras State is being quite well served by
Co. 419. The Sugarcane Research Stations at Anakapalle and Gudiyattam
have at their disposal every year new batches of Co. canes on which they
conduct detailed and careful trials. Co. 419 itself was released for
cultivation as a result of such trials originally. While Co. 419 undoubtedly
possesses qualities which render it eminently suited as an almost universal
cane for tropical India, it would not be well to keep all the eggs in one
basket and to depend on only one variety however good. The
consideration of yield is important, but it need not be balanced to a nicety
and at least the more progressive among the ryots should accept and grow
other varieties also even if their yield is slightly less than Co. 419
provided the new wvarieties have the approval and backing of the
Agricultural Department. The experiments at Anakapalle and Gudiyattam
pointed to the usefulness of Co. 449 and Co. 467 and newer and better
varieties will no doubt become available as time passes.

As for the juice quality, planned harvest would appear to be the
solution though it may mean a certain amount of sacrifice on the part of
ryots. There is no point in offering the plant crop of Co. 419 - which is a
late ripener—in the early part of the season to the factory. [f Co. 419
has necessity to be offered to the factory in the early part of season, let it
at least be the ratoon crop and not the immature plant crop. The ryots
near the gate areas of the factories should learn to develop liaison with the
factories and adjust their time of planting and harvest as also put some
portion of their land under varieties which can be crushed in the early
part of the season. The position of sugar recovery in certain factories in
Madras State is none too happy and though the supply of.immature cane
in the early part of the season may benefit certain individual ryots as the
cane is sold by weight, the net result is national loss as it means less sugar

- recovery.

As regards recovery the sugar factories in Madras may be classified
into three groups, viz., (1) those in which the recoveries are more than
10% — the factories at Seethanagaram and Bobbili fall in this category ;
(2) factories where the recoveries are at present low but which can easily
be improved by introduction of suitable early varieties and changes in the
crushing schedule. This group includes Anakapalle (Tummapala),

Ettikoppaka, Samalkot, Hospet and Vuyyuru factories. And (3) factories
where the position is rather serious and an improvement in sugar

recoveries is a difficult -problem. The factories at Nellikuppam and
Pugalur fall under this last category. The recoveries of more than 10%
which are being obtained at Seethanagaram and Bobbili are a result of the
varietal position with suitable early, mid-seagon and late varieties and a
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in, ity of varieties. The varieties are
cruShingCSChZ(;?]ancézr(Z?g toTil:t:rrxizing of Co. 419 is not taken up till
. doin December. only Co. 527 is crushed. In the second category,
M'amh:naka alle (Tummapala), Estikoppaka, Samalkot, HosPe‘b‘ and
. facgories where the recoveries are low there is a possibility of
.'Vuyyumllcnent by adoption of varieties for early, mid-season and late
1mprho've In the third category, viz., Nellikuppam and Pugalur, the
o is low and improvement in sugar recovery is a difficult problem,
;:c;‘i’lirr}lleed the ingenuity, co-operation and hard work on the part of all

concerned. ; .
The normal annual consumption of sugar in Madras Sta;g (L)ZGaz)out
i 'S ns.
roduction of sugar during 1951—'52 was 99, (6}
e o i i 80,000 tons on the
iti i National Plan is for fo)
total additional target in the
ghs(is gf gur. As the total production of gur and sugar in Madrasols a,];j(ilut
ﬁie lakh tons, the additional target represents an increase ‘;;ft;ft/;l C“ll:
f cane per acre. i e Cs
for an increase of about 5 tons of « : "
cgiljelooprment work that has now been taken in hand in the .l\ié(lrzu}sl Sttatz
= i i i t can be achieved from the varieties that ar
and the fairly high yields tha : R
ivati i hey are given the necessary con
under cultivation provided they : e
t all difficult of achievemen
th, the target should be not a
i:;){‘:e: of fact ngth proper cane development it should be easy ;J(i);xchlevs
t of the National Plan an
ge of 40 tons as against 35 tons targe :
?:11 :Z(f:‘l?f: five year period by proper cane development an average of
45 tons may be reasonably expected.

The Cane Development work in Madras has be(?n o(riia.s;l.lsedt;)rtxil};

recently and there is a special Can;Devel}:pn;lznne:Ziﬁ ?W;mits i :;)12 L
iaison Farms. Much hard work, w =

g::eli;?nent Department because there. is scope f(.)r 1mpr(()ix.feme£1&:;':$
the time of planting to harvest with varyl.ng emphags reiar IiIng S
operations in -different areas. In certain areas like the Hosp e
advancement of the usual planting season by even 2 or 3 mon stract
meant improvement in sugar recovery of the factory. In‘ Vuyyzrllchan X
the time of application of the manure used to be usu?ally late. o Hfd
in the time of application to ensure that the manure is in any case appThe
not later than the 4th month should improve the sugar re.coverle'es.h 4
Cane Development staff will have to study the : directions in whltch si;e
area requires improvement and to effect the 1mprovementsfso da 3
sugar recovery improves, but more than all that the cost.o pro u(;O g
is lowered. Whether it is the cane grower or the f'actory mtere.st, :h
are merely the separate wings of one and t%le same industry. lein a(;
good will, the co-operation and the organisation, the prospects of sug
industry in Mrdras are quite bright.
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