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to & tubers of marketable quality in a buneh. The averago-yield ‘isiabout
20,000 lbs, per acre (40 candies), The crop.occupies the sare field once
in 8 to 6 years. It is rotated with maize, tobaceo, fodders, Bugaroane,
and vegetables. It is always raised as pure crop. The'pmﬁﬁ .pnr-f'il.c-r&- f'n.ﬁgaﬂ
from Rs. 800/- 10 1,000/-. | ' o

Nutritive v atue (AKroya)

Moisture 84409
Protein 1:20%
Fat 0-209,
Mineral matter 0309
Fibre oL eiits,
Carbohydrate 14-00%
Caleinum 0-01%%
Phophorous 0:02%
Iron 0-509%

Akroyd : Health Bulletin No. 2. Nutritivé Values of Indian Foods.
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Jute . in Malabar
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Raceived on 4—12—'40. '

This note presents a few important observations on the growth of
jute at the Agricultural Research Station, Pattambi in Mealabar,

In India, Bengal is a big centre of jute production. It is cultivated
over the fertile area composed of the vast flood plains of the rivers Gangeg
and Brahmaputra. The soils here are alluvial, rich in potash and lime and
are well drained friable loams.

Jute requires humid heat for its growth., An average maximum
temperature of of over 90° I, and a minimum ‘temperature of over 70° F.
with a relative humidity of 80 to 90% during,its growing period -from
Tebruary to May. Ocoasional rains ranging from one to two inches at
intervals of about a week'are tonducive to its best growth. Apart from
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temperature and humidity the length of day is considered to be an impor-
tant I'a[:tnr nnd it is said that in' South India where the climate is moiat
and warm but the days are never so long as those of the summer in Bengal,
it does not grow weéll. In Bengal the plants reach a height of six to eight
feet, an acre of crop yielding 13to 14 maunds of fibre. One of the most
important factors on which the yield depends is the height of the crop.

_ Corchorus capsularis and Corchorus olitorius were the varieties tried
on this station in the years 1048 and 1949. Thése were sown hoth on double
orop wetlands and the drylands called modan. Of the two, O. capsularis
is found to be the best suited under Malabar conditions. Neither of the
varieties: came up well on modan lands. The results given in this note
therefore pertain to O. capsularis grown in double crop wet ]an_ds. .

C. capsularis was sown in three bafches of monthly sowings from
March to May; the sowings were down on 1-3-1849, 1-4-1949 and 2-5-1949,
The plots were manured in all cases with cattle manure at 20 tons per acre
and were brought to fine tilth before sowing. Crops were irrigated at
eritical intervals during March, April and May. J'-thngether 10 :rngatmnn
were given in March, three in April and one in may.

The season was normal except for the fact that the south-west mon-
soon broke by aboui the middle of May which was, unusually, 18 days
ahead of usual time. Height measurements were taken 156 days after
sowing and at 15 day’s intervals thereafter up to the time of harvest. Fort-
nightly weather data during the growing periods, thé.corresponding heights
of the crop, differences in growth and the yields of fibre are given in the
table. It would appear that both temperature and humidity shouid
remain at a fairly high level for the best growth of jute. The high temper-
ature in March'is not accompanied by sufficient atmospheric humidity. In-
spite of irrigations therefore the March erop was poor. The humidity rose
with the rains received subsequently and the April erop attained the best
growth. From the second week of May to the end of June the May crop
had a setback as a result-of the heavy rains which swamped the fields.

From colums 9, 11 and 13 in the statement below wherein the
growth diffevenee in successive messurements up to the time of flowering
are given, it is clear that a good outturn of fibre is associated with initinl
growth on which again depends the maximum growth attained.

It is therefore evident that the best time of sowing in the ordinavy
double orop wetlands is about the middle of April. It may be sown early
in April in the karinkora type of lands. The point to be remembered is 10
avoid any chance of flooding the field during the Grst month of its growth.
If lower grounds are token there must be fecilities for quick drainage.
These are certainly llmltnt.mna to’ the cxtensive cultivation of jute in
Malabar.
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High initial fertility again, is cssential as the outturn, dependn upon

the initial growth.

manure up to 30 tons per acre will not be too much. .
the crop comes up weoll without much of manuring; a ¢rop of jute: gmwn in
suoh Jands at Edakkura in Brnad Taluk actually attained & height of seven
fret and undnr these conditions six to eight maunde of fibre ean 'be obtamed

per acre.

In intensively cropped lands a.pplxcm;mn of Iarm ym'd
Tn fairly: vxrgm smls

Further trinls are necessary for assessing the behaviour of this erop
in all aspects under West Const conditions.
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Weight of fibre por acre. 86 Ib, 280 1b. 270 b
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Page 47, 7th line from bottom for 760 read 150.



