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3 ference will begin with a series of meetings in Adelaide, South Australia from
Fon

deve) 22t0 31, followed by a 12-day tour of southern. South Aus‘tra‘]ia, Victoria and
feticq a New South Wales to sho'w del?gates somet.hmg of Australian rfes,earch' and
b e g mral practice. The final sessions will be held in Canberra, Australia’s national
Erown, | from September 13 to 15, 1949,

also bee. :Mowiﬂg Checks Orghard Soil Erosion: An interesttng experiment in the
fo° i N 1 of soil erosion in a citrus grove has been in progress for three years at Kurrajong
car ang th l: New South Wales, and the results have been particularly successful. The citrus

Ras on steeply sloping land, and there was a continual loss of soil from water erosion.
_wner of the property consulted the Department of Agriculture, and was advised
; controlling weed growth by mowing instead of cultivation. A small motor-operaied
er was used whenever the weeds grew high enough to cut. Mown weeds were left
he ground. They ?rovided a usefu_! mulch i.rl.dry wea'ther ade decayed in the wet
n the Dugl 2 on to keep the soil in excellent physical condition. This practice preserved the mat

oots in the topsoil. Soil loss by erosion has been completely checked, even
ing periods of heavy rain. Only cultivation the orchard now receives is superfcial
stment with a rotary hoe to a depth of 13 inches, once a year when the main application
) rtilizer is given. Improvement in the grove has been striking, and three other
hardists in the district have adopted the same methods. i

€ very glog,

ent.

: Letters to the Editor

¢ and 35 ¢yt Further Experiences of an Educational Officer in Farming: Our Fruit

d over to the

Specialist was pleased to send for publication, extracts from the report I had sent him at
d residential

his request. This was published under the title “Experiences of an Educational Officer in
'ruit Farming " in Vol. No. XXXIV October 1947 of the Madras Agricultural Journal.
This report has probably given readers an incorrect impression of this farm. That would
ot have mattered but for the fact that the article resulted in some letters to me from some
farmers. With the repeated Editorial requests for brevity in mind, I shall be as brief as
Possible even at the risk of obscurity.

re acientiﬁc;
w Zealand,
he  British

this month. 3

'46 Official I planned  a plan which differed from all the innumerable plans which made up the
nd Animal ‘spate of plans for post-war and post-independence reconstruction experienced in recent
elegations  Years, W}}ile all the latter were made for the Government or someone else—chiefly
)Pro{euor Government, to carry out, mine had the unique feature that it was intended for me to work
r. T. G8

- 0, and it was not a Five year plan. I do not believe there is any magic in the figure Five.

Dr. E-f8 " My favourite figure is three. In any case at my age, three years is a period long enough

Mr. J. C. * tolook forward to. At the completion of my first three-year plan, I sent the above-men-

i» (South tioned report to the Fruit Specialist. Now, I have completed my second 3-year plan and

1dustrial ~ Commenced my third, :

include ! s

Bifon : The two possible misconceptions are:— (1) That this farm is only an orchard.
of the ) That I am practising some combination of Hydroponics and soil-less culture

€ompounding weird chemical mixtures, and juggling with pHs and other strange combina-
tions of the alphabet. ¢



446 The Madras Agricultural Journal

I have my fair share of vanity (some would go further than that). In m
at making this a *Pilot Farm " to demonstrate what scientific farming mea
outset I had to find the answers to two questions—what type of farming ?
farming within the type? The answer to the first was obvious and th

Y vanity, | o
ns. Ag the v
What 8ystem
at wag

Farming”. The answer to the second was more difficult. It took me e thre:llxed
periods to find the answer. My third three-year plan is devoted to putting ingo p‘ac{'e" -
on an ever-increasing scale, the system evolved. : Ice,

My system is ‘' Mixed Diversified Farming ” calculated to yield a profit
same time to build up the fertility of the soil. We have now an orchard, live g
“mixed "’ consisting of cattle including two stud-bulls presented by S:iG.V,
now Oil Seeds Specialist, goats, fowls and ducks), paddy, pulses, root crops a

i. e., grasses as well as deep-rooted and perennial and seasonal legume sub
lucerne. :
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Being a science graduate my idea of scientific farming was that of the ROthamated

School. All one has todo, I thought, was to use as manures various chemicals oyt a

chemical factories. At the start there was a lot of them available which nobody wanted,
Also groundnut cake of which I was buying some three tons annually for manure and

cattle feed. Soon, fortunately very soon, I awakened to the fact that, instead o
practices which any ryot could copy, I had drifted into what few could imitiat
same time, the shortage of supplies began to develop. ‘I foresaw controls '’
come in, which would effectively cut off all supplies. Even otherwise,
from my goal that I got alarmed lest I lose my bezx1ings altogether.

f adopting
€. At the
would soon
I had strayed so far

About this time began a lot of talk and planning about start'ng ammonium sulphate
factories by the Government of India. This brought forth a solemn warning against the
use of Ammonium sulphate from Sir Albert Howard. I had never heard of him, yet I was
intrigued. He must be somebody important for such a heterodox pronouncement to hit
the newspaper head-lines. I found out and bought and read his books. Here,! thought, was
an opportunity in my difficulty. And I took to composting by the Indore process. At first,
I wondered—where is the organic waste on this desert of mine for composting ? The most
remarkable feature about this composting business is that if you set about it with
determination, the more compost you make the more the organic waste you find you have

overlooked which is asking to be composted. This composting is a great game that grows
on you: t

The last 12 months, I achieved 'something like a 100 tons of compost. One of the

goals of my third three year programme is to achieve 500 tons of compost annually. ['am
confident I can do it.

The nett result is that | have recreated fertility in a goodly fraction of our acreage

" Idon't need any soil analysts to tell me so; my plants and crops give me more reliable

proof. During the last three years the only use I have put my sprayer to is whitewashing

my buildings. The only insecticide I use is a little *“ Gammezane *" in my seed-store ; and
to get rid of fleas and lice on my live-stock.

What is most important is that I no longer need buy any manures or fertilisers. Any-
body is welcome to my quota of fertilisers and groundnut cake.

I have made my desert bloom like the rose.
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