X&tiorl al

| be feli
thoulq ba

rate ng :

| I‘upee) .
thO f‘,a}x~

lition tg
s. 3,000,
['manent

iving oM.
£ 2 were cO

-

\

'u, pp. B
mixed
acteria |
riod of ¥
posed.
ntities ¥
main-
ficient

earby

Id be

1e soil
i but
profit.

!

An Agricultural Tour

By

GURUSWAMI RAJU, B. Sc., Ag.
(Second year. )

The annual tour of the second year students this year was confined
e - I:teen days visit to the southern districts of the Province from the
f'? B’tOOI} %isb October. The Blue Mountain Express steamed off with 40

: glg;ding agricultural officers, who began to feel certain that their long

u 5o
'expected tour had actually commenced.

Nellikuppam, our first destination was reached next evening. We

mfortably put up at the “Amaravathi Palace’ the owner of which
veceived us kindly by arranging a dinner party. The Palur Agricultural
Research Station was then visited where we had been given full details of
various items of work done there. The total area of this farm is 55 acres.
After this, the sugarcane fields, a laboratory for rearing of insect parasites,

#4nd the sugar factory of Messrs. East India distilleries and Sugar. Ltd.
were visited by us. ;

On 3rd, Wednesday, we left Nellikuppam and we had enough time
0 visit the Annamalai University on our way to Aduthurai. There, our
young cameramen began to put their heads together to get a good picture
and finally obtained a birds eye-view of the University Buildings and the
town from the top of the famous Sastri Hall. *°

Aduthurai was reached in the evening and we stayed in the rest
house in the Agricultural Research Station. The Superintendent took. us
round the paddy fields, orchards etc. and gave us full information
regarding the various strains of paddy evolved there and their distribution
in the Presidency. A nice tea party was given to us by the staff of the
station but unfortunately we didn’t return it .since we had to leave the
place on the same day. Entraining at Aduthurai Railway Station in the
morning, we reached Kodai Road in the evening of the 5th. Soon after our
arrival we drove to Pattiveeranpatti which is about 17 miles from Kodai
Road. Mr.Sountharapandia Nadar was kind enough to accommodate us

fin his Guest Bungalow and he took us round his extensive lands under the
Grapevines, Mangoes, Paddy etec. explaining to us all the details of their
cultivation and their economics. Many distinguished visitors have paid him
glowing tributes. An excellent exchange of dinners were arranged between
himself and ourselves. The hospitality and affability of Mr. Nadar and
his sons put us at our ease and every convenience was very solicitously
attended to throughout our stay there. Our pleasant stay here will
Ial‘W_&ys be a memorable one for our class. During our stay here we also
Visited a plantain garden near the riverside.
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On, the 7th morning the Kodai Observatory which is about 7,800 ft,
high was reached after a pleasant journey by bus.
a keen interest in seeing and knowing the workings of
various apparatus kept there, Photo-Heliograph and the Milneshaw

The students evinced ¥
the ¥

Seisnograph were particularly very interesting. Our cameramen played 3
an important part here in having all the beautiful new things into their

small cameras. After this

Pattiveeranpatti.

Madura was reached at noon on the 8th and leaving our luggages in 3

the station itself, we started for the inspection of the sewage farm. The *

luxuriantly grown guinea grass and the efficient underground drainages
are worthseeing.
sewage water and ensure the sanitation of the colony is now a source
of good profit to the Madura Municipality. = The farm commands an area

we returned to our halting place at 1

The farm though mainly started to dispose of the &

of about 138 acres with a soil of light sandy loam, very suitable for |

sewage irrigation.
tank from where it is utilized for the paddy fields and for cattle,

The clear drained water from the farm collects in a |

The next important visiting place was Koilpatti which was arrived §
‘on the 8th night. On the following morning the red soils of the Agricultural 3

Research Station was visited by us.

On the 10th morning we went to Ettayapuram by bus and visited the 3
lands of the Jamindar who was kind enough to receive us with a light

tea party. He himself explained to us everything in a nutshell about his
lands, cultivation and the working of the improved mechanical seed
drill. The famous ‘“Bharathi Memorial Hall”’ was also included into the
cameras of our students.

The black cotton soil of the Agricultural Research Station, Koilpatti,
which is within a stone’s throw from the Bungalow where we *stayed
was visited next. The superintendent of this station explained to us
the various experiments carried out in. the farm, the agricultural
practices of the tract and the departmental improvements offected therein.
The superior variety of cotton of that tract, the practice of growing
cumbu after cumbu were noteworthy features. Our activities ab
Koilpatti concluded with a football match on Wednesday evening against
the Local High School Team which ended in a goal-less draw.

We reached Tenkasi at dusk on the 11th and with the help of the
local Agricultural Demonstrator, we were accomodated in a good bungalow
at Courtallem. The natural and pleasant sight of the lower Falls and the
Five Falls were very much enjoyed by the party. The cameramen among
us were very busy in making the falls enter into their cameras. When we
just entered the mango gardens: up the hills, an unfortunate accident
of a snake-bite to a student, made us to retrace our steps to our
lodgings. Fortunately everything went allright.
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At Ellangi we meb Sri Akilandani Pillai who kindly furnished us
information about the mango cultivation on the hills of

02 seful o -
: ,Wltht ‘;i:’n; He gave us a good tea-party after his interesting lecture.
~ eourta a1il.

ay the 13th was spent in a long journey from Tenkasi to
d we arrived our Headquarters on the 14th morning with a
m welcome from our collegues in the hostel awaiting us. During the
lised every visiting hour to the best advantage.

Saturd

war ;
tour we utl

The local authorities in all places were extremely kind and did
st not only_to explain the details of work bat also to help
he matter of lodging and boarding. We tender our grateful
for their uniform cordiality and courtesy.
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DITHANE D-14 DITHANE Z-78

ORGANIC FUNGICIDES

and

For greater yields and better quality of crops and
superior disease control. And if you prefer “Copper”,
use Yellow Cuprocide which is invaluable as a Seed
Treatment.

RHOTHANE (D DD) Sprays and Dusts for

control of Pests of Vegetables, Fruit Crops and Forage
Crops and of Livestock and Mosquitoes. Rhothane is a
much superior insecticide than either Arsenates or D.D. T.

For further particulars please contact :

Messrs. AMRITLAL & CO. LTD.
Post Box No. 256 e: BOMBAY.
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