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The Present Food Crisis and its Eﬂlutmn
—more land for Food Crops
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The popnlation of the country has been increasing at a- rather
rapid rate, but the food production is not keeping pace with it. Therefore
the food problem has become chronic in our conntry. This fa,at. has been
recognized by experts, and now the problem seems to have ‘réached a
erisis, and various solutions have been put forth from time to fime.
Grow more food ; grow more food crops; make swmlahle more land for
food crops; decrcase the area under non-food crops; grow -more of
improved and high yieldiog strains; apply more manure and geb, better
harvests; treat crops for pests and diseases. and pu‘h -down the loss;
provide more irrigation facilities and increass production. ~ These, and
various otlier aspects of fthe all important subject have . been engaging
the attention of all thinking men not only in this country but also
elsewhere ; for, the trouble of -shortage of food is not peculiar to our
country alone, but seems to be prevalent in many parts of the world
to a greater or a lesser extent. And various schemes are being worked
with more or less success, and the solution is yet 4o be reached. Because
land under non-food crops which are more paying is not released for
food crops; . sufficient quantity of seed for sowing, not to speak - of
improved strains is not available ; and the required quantity of any manure
cannot be had or imported. Tra.nsporta,t-mn is difficalt and above all,
labour which is the most important factor in production has, unfortunat =1y,
become scarce and refractory, inefficient and very costly.

So naturally, the cost of production of food orops has become
expengive, and not remunerative ; at any rate, not-as profitable as certain
other commercial crops and industries, involving the same amount of
capital and labour. The odds against inereased produn::tmn become
grenter, as crop yields get smaller, pnrmcuiarly in placcs like the West
Coast. Here the soils are so poor that o harvest of even 1000 1b. of paddy
grain per acre is considered to be a fairly good yield. Therefore, the food
problem is much more acute there than in the richer fracts elsewhere,
Then the question may be naturally asked ‘why does the ryc-l:. cultivate
his Jand at all, when it does not pay?” He does it for no other obvious
reason than the force of h:ﬂ]it he has been doing it for several generations
and 1;11&11 is his prnfessmn - zmd he cannot bear to see the land . lf,rlng idle,
if hie can possibly get at least something out’of it. = Though he. is not
conscious 'ﬂi it, it is this altruistic ;[';rinui_lﬂe that has éél;_‘i"lﬂd, the country
in the past and will save it in the future. “‘So’in our drive for greater food
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Truf!uctmn, we  have primarily to bank on this quality of our ryot.
'So.if we oan gwe him more land fit for eultwatlon and facilities as far
‘a8, pbsmbie the ryot will cerfainly produce more,

Thia aspeet of providing more la-rlli does not seem to have been
_gone into deeply, because it is considered by many that all the land fit
for cultivation has already been brought under the plou-éh. Bat it may
be pointed out that large extents of land can still be made cultivable,
and available for greater food production particularly for rice. The main
object of this paper is to indicate the methods by which additional,
cultivable area can be got, particularly in the West Coast. In this
connexion a consideration of the topography of the Coast is necessary.
Immediately adjoining the Arabian sea is a belt of littoral sand followed
by the inter—region, adjoining which is the high land leading to the
forests of the Western Ghats. - Tt is the region in between the litboral
sand belt and the high lands that is inhabited by the people and is
thiokly populated. And the soil consists of mostly sand or red loam,
and is very light and poor. The main erop is rice in the low lying lands;
it is the staple food of all classes of people, rich and poor alike; millets
are pr&ﬂtlcally unknown. The main source of water supply is rain and
there is plenty of it during the South—-west monsoon, viz., 100—130
inches in about 100 days. It is interesting to note how the rice fields
or wet lands were formed in the past. They were mostly made up, by
removing the soil to the required depth. This is particularly so in places
near the sea. Even to-day, as population increases, we find enterprising
pe-::-ple deepening the sites ﬂ.d]mnmg their wet lands, for the purpose of
growing rice. And there is plenty, of such cheap land which is now
lying idle and which can be converted into rice fields. The ryot is
certainly anxious to have more of rice fields, but the method of conversion
by deepening the soil is not now popular, simply because the cost is
prohibitive—entirely by manual labour, it may be as high as Rs. 500—1000
per acre to remove the sand to a depth of 1—2 feet. In fhese days of
mechanieal efficiency, the cost ean be much reduced, perhaps to aboub
Rs. 100/- per acre by the use of tractors. And it is certuinly worth while
expending Rs. 100/- to get an acre of wet Jand.  The soil removed can be
piled and levelled and used for dvy crops and for the coconut in
particular,

On o rnugii gstimate the area that ean be thuy econverted info wet
land ju the West Coast alone may run to & few lakhs,

Insome places, ]}Pupla:- have '1lrt'1d}' spread outd Loo le-n fo the sen,
and now they have 1o turn east-wards and think of {his vich high lands
bordering the forests of the Ghats, Here there are very ang-:_-. extents of
rich {aterite soils, BL-for eultivaiion and lying just withio o few miles off
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most west coast towns. These rich tracts are remaining: ﬂﬂ—ﬁ:a:plmted_
primarily for want of communications, Malaria is nﬁt 4 gerious. pmblem'
in- many places. Already a2 number ‘of enterpnsmg fa,mlheﬁ from.
Travancore have occupied a few thousand acres near abnut T'thm_‘a.mba.
~and Nileshwar and are reporting to be doing quite Well w:t-h -bhan: ‘new
'ia,nds Sooner or later the West Coast ryot has gnt to move - ea.at—wn,r&s
towards the Ghats and the sooner he is helped to do it. tha bﬂH:-EI‘ fdr him
and for others. In the first place this can be achlevad hjr openmg a few

guod roads cnunec’omg towns.

Tlm task of converting E&ndy waste iandﬂ mt-u wet lu.nds and
establishing communications with interior parts cannot “be . ‘done by
individual enterprise alone, It is the work of o hig orgummmon and the
working details are best left to an expert committee. The money spent
on this drive for new cultivable land is well spent, for it goes to ﬂtmng"th&n
the permanent assets of the country and Lherefore nf the people.




