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Some Experiences of a British Bec-lacper in India

By L [Sat. MORRISSEY, LW T,
Southern Army A. A. Schocl, Guindy, Modras,

 When our first Indian beshijve, c:nr-mlﬂl-;;t-.vith bees was ri,ﬂu.w_-_rerr 103 t{n
in February, | must say that af first.sighl of the hive | was vely di_z*:_r'—_r_--’:-?t‘:_iem-
It hardly seemed lo be biager than an Enaglish nucleus box, elihdugh | wee
very pleased wilh the neat finish of the hive itszlt HNow thst L havs ool to
know a little aboul Indian‘bees 1 realize the cnormons ndvantaqe they have
over the larger hives used in Britain. The siza of the frames (o tiny in
comparison with the ones I have been used to work with (Lanasiralh-—17%
in. length and 9¢ in. depth),

As for the Indian bee ilself (Apis indicn), | thirk now that they omypers
very favourably in all aspects with their ltalian and Garman ‘oausing, who
work in @ much more favoursble climzle with hardly an eaemy bevond an
occasicnal hornet or wasp. “When | gonsider the evemies of Apis fndizo, 1
ollen wonder-how lhey manage lo thrive e woy they do.

The worst of these pests is ths lesssr Bee Hunter {Pitanthus Roma-
krishnae). lts lightning flight sven the bees themsslves do nct seem to be
able'to follow. The Yellow Banded Hornet (Vespo cincta) slso seems lo ha
abla to produce a stite of panic even in the sirongest hives, alihonah he is
cemparatively ewsy to kill when once seen. Lizerds, froas and toads [ heve
chased from the hives many limes and spicers on more ilmln_ oria coeasicn
itave been s=an by me taking away protgsting workers even when hotly
purstad by the quards.

Although 1 have read in one Indian beok on pests eic, of the hive
in India desgeribing smzll anis &z doing very litlle appreciable dameoe in
the hive, | lost & small wild colony that T had hived in an home-made
nucleus box conseguent on the invasion of thess small pesis.  When I
opened the bax, they were thick evarywhere and lhe bees had deserted. not
even wailing for the brood to batch out. 1 recaptured this.small ealony, but
was faled to lose it azain. This lime they deserted as a result of the very

minor trepidations of the Jesser wax moth. 1tried to lecdte them bul was
unsucczssiul. e .

Anolher experience T had about a month ago—I nolized that the bees
from one hive (a lerge home-made affair—not oo slrong or weatherproaf)
wars behaving as prior to swarming ;  they were ilying thick in front of the
hive, and as the {ime was mid-day, it was no play<iiight. [ decided to in-
vestigate, On opening the hive I found the super frames empty nf bees
end the brood frames nol much betler. 1 qag_n;hi the queen #s she come
aut of the entrance and placed here in a' maich box leaving the bux on the
alighting board. Afier this | searched the hive and found the scurca of
worry lo'be a large cockroach fully dwo and a half inches in lenath, ¥t v
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very quick in'its'movements, yet [ killed it eventually: Then Ireleased the
qaepn, erlaﬂe.'-.] frames and super stc., and within five minutes al] the colony
wasg narmnl - Thie incident shook me considerably, as | know in England
baea very “geldom desert for a cause so smell as lhe above, and thi2 colony
is one of the strongest I have se=n in India containing at that time at least
4{_'! 000 workers. The size of this hive is roughly. 1§ times the length of the
Dl'ﬂii'lﬂi'? saven frame Newion hive, much deeper and ‘contains ten frurnﬁs.
:As lhese {rames containéd brood and honey ele., and were all well covered
bothin the brood chamber and the super it can be ssen it was very. strong
in I'JD'DIJIEIICIH

* A rather pleasing teature that I hava found with Apis indico is 'its very
mild femper. I'hived a sw2rm aboul two months ago from a hlgh tree
aboul half a mile from our own hives. -1 discovered it by accident. On
sseing a sma!l boy pang up inlo the branches of a treg, I jumped off my
ayele to investlc.a*e and found that he was allowing beses to cluster on a
b ;uq"} ﬁnd then hitting the cluster—the damage he had done was large as
was teaijhecl by the large amount of dead 'and dying bees on the ground.
1 chased him away and searched the floor to see if'the qucen had been
ha*'med and on not seeing her | -:aemdeu to hive the'swarm {ully prepsred
to be qtung quite a lot as they were in & very bad temper, | have:no veil
and never have had; so [-.¢ould not take any przcautions in that direction.
I climbed up the'tree and placed a brood comb. full of brood and honey
genily above the cluster; then l.gently wafted a lit cigarette underneath
them and slowly but. surﬂhr they did thz expected and moved slowly up on
to the comb.. My arm was just gelting numb when Her Highness wa]l:ed
on, so gently 1 lowsred myself 4o the arcund and placed -the comb com-
plete with frﬂme in the empty hive I had, In about fifteen minutes the whole
swarm was hived, and des-pite the {act that they had: been walkinq all over
me T did not get Btunq at-all.”

From three hives In pmductmn since sbout I‘ ‘ebruary, we have extractad
ovar 30 Ib. c-f honey and have now a total of $ix hives. This fiqure would
be seven but for the hive mentioned previouely which deseried on sccount
of the wax moth.. All these six hives should- be in_ production by next
honey sesson, no doubtby the end of next vear with the collection of
swarms atc the numbBer of hives could be doubled easily.

The -::nl'y fault | have to' find with 'baz-keepers cut here is the samesas
that in England, namely, that ]::ee&.eapam are foo reserved about their
aclivilies, and whenever apiculture is. mmnhoned the ignorant always lock
upon the bee"kﬂeper with a kind of pitying ‘tolerénce at his apparent weak-
fiess in the head, This attitude amongst non-bee- keape;}s in both India-and
England should be niampad outand non-bee- keepers made lo réalise ihat
thoussnids of irees, plnnts and bushes would become extinet, were it not for
the activities of the honey-bae. 1 have in mind as | write this, an advertize-
ment in tfhe Mndrnﬁ' Muil, some months aun. I quote=—" Grand Dance

will ba hield at.... on.i....end if you can't:dance to ? ? ? ? and His Band—
Try H” heeping



1C The Maodras Aurlcullurel Journal Vol zxxili, Nod: 1-& 2.

However, to sum -up, T thirk the Indian Bae (Apis indico) nus very
many good painis and | would very much like lo be able to mimdu:e and.
exosriment with !.in England 1 have found that they r.:ju:ir-'] lhﬂ ¢ hives
we | against robbers, elthough once the invader is in they seem {6 lose their
morale They are very mild in temper, althouah when they do. ‘gling. the
puin is 18 acute as that of the Italian or Garman. They do nol fell off the
combs during manipulalion, and they are the easisst b!-:-r‘sih-nve aver
‘taken’ when swarming. Tneir honey visid, when one welghe up thelir
enemies and the lack of pasture, het climale etc., is | think excelient, and
on {he whole I think thal after, and il Apis indica could be acclimatized to
the British climats it would seriously rival the all*fsmous ltelian in all ils
gond trails,

B:fore close this short. resume of my very minor activities in India [
would lik= to meniion a word or two about the. new so called radiu location
which has beézn invented in England to prevent swsrming

'We cannct afford to sneer al the ides when we know that its inventor
is & man of some standing in the inventive and engineering world, bul we
must think that-he is amongst the veriest amaiuere in bee-kesping.

The plan is worked outin this manner The Queen hsz special ray
pzint on her back. This psint throws a ray so that when she apprcaches
the h'vs entrance it closss autsmatically. She then goes to anocther
eatrancs which is sutomatically opened ss the proper entrance closas. She
“goes through this into the new hive. This is all very nice in (Heory, but the
inventor fMr Gilbart A. R, Tombs) seems to forget that the majority of the
bees sre already out ol the hive awaiting the queen. What happens lo them ?
They can't get back inta the hive s the eniranc=is closed Again the ray
frzm this spectal p#int is 5o pow-rful thal it will ring or causa.to ring a kell
ot 200 milus distince  So pre2sumabiy every tuns lhe gueen goes anywhere _
near the enirance as she must on ocecasions— the bell rings a false alarm.
I think that appliances like the above are better forgolten, after all even
despite the fact that taking a swarm is. one of the things that udds zest
and spice to bee-keeping, it is alsosin my hunble  opinion the hest wayv of

geiting to know your bees and the man who has never teken a swarm can
hardly lay claim to know his bees.

The Rat Mennce 1¥is calculated that 100 rats eat aboui a ton of food n veor, |
+ which in India will imount to about four million tons. A‘J'l of this is not edible
food, but even if a quarter of it were, the loss in grain totels up to 1,000 000 tons,
which is the qlantity recommended by the Food Grains I olicy Committee, that
should be annuaily imported into lndia to help the country to tide over the food
erisis. The rat isnlso a prolific breeder, o scientific estimute being that one pair
of rais can produce 800 descendants a year! Jidian It fusmution, Scpe. 15, 1044,



