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TABLE IV Obsorvations on fecundity and longevity of Rodolio cardinalis
adolts at Kodaikensl

"': et 5‘. v . I'-I' ..'_. s .' ﬂ.::--
- w g2 2y sag| g cEn L”“%e"";‘" “i_ E_.g_-c;ﬁ
e ™ O & orem A o bem o aauits gt
Sakl Dateof — 2 — et =85 | EBa=2| — |t
b 3y = = o h'ﬁ*gﬁ A2 e y e Eﬂ'mﬁ
=W tmergence :':‘E'E F.;- E""H = i D48 gg Male Fe;t‘l_ﬂiﬁ' S=2s

'3 SEE| E° |F3%B2|5 2% |(in duys)|tin duys)| 26
= - ':: s i — ™ EE AN .I
13-7-42 5 557 1) 29 44 72- .| 88
% 14-7-42 4 427 i5 33 |. 108 95 { 90
4 24-7-42 4 406 42 19 91 95" 90
5 24-7-42 G 517 57 19 - 97 | 97 . 89
6 27-7-48 -8 369 | 52 20 | 86 87 - 71
22 3-2:43 5 563 | 87 30 12 59 63
24 5-2-43 5 897 125 31 45 - 77 73
25 | 13~2-43 | - .7 389 103 25 168 4 ag
26 13-2-43 R Nil A i 2 129 MNi
A - B O A Y S B M R
i C— i - —_ — i g
34 1-5-43 5 356 37 - 20 6 99 | -84
36 | 1-5-43 11 250 25 14 - 81 116 = 9%
39 1-5-43 11 406 46 16 123 95 as
42 5-6-4% 8 297 *30 16 122 07 8o
46 1-7-43 .11 269 | 45 19 151 72 60
43 4=7-43 8 310 33 12 4] 79 62

Babul Planting in Tank Beds
By JE. K. VISWA

Agricultural Demonstrator, Wendiwash

Timber.for agricultural purposes and fuel are in short supply and are
gelling scarce, while the demand for them is on the incrsass, cunsequ=nﬂ}
the price ot timber and fusl is tending to sosr hich and in some cases
beyond the capacily of the poorer people. Trangport is at presant restricted,
no doubt, but that alone is not the only tactor. cnntmbutmg to the scarcity.
Wood is being uded at a faster rate than the fnrm:is and the village sites
can cope with. It is therefore necessary to'think of methods of increasing
the supply of wood immediately. The obvicus remedy is planting trees.
The trees selected should preferably e capable of growing_withoul much
of attention and cullivation, in lands. that could not be ﬂultwatnu economic-

al]}f It ie suggested thal Babul (Acacia arabica) would answer tne purpose
and be ideal. -

Babul is able to stand exireme dronghly ccsndlhcns and is classed as

a xerc:-ph}rfa The tree has a deep root system and the leaf and. leaflets ars
small and the ﬂmoum of water transpiréd through the leaves is therefors
" limited and mnalurally the tree makes only slow grnwth. The ires is.also
“abls to stand water stagnation to a considerable extent as ie evidenced by
its growth in” maﬂy tank beds in the suu[ham d'isirlcts, purlzcular]y Ramnad,
and this is rather a curious trait. = The babul wood s hard and makes
excellent agricultural implemenits-and first class fuel. Ths babul fruits, that
is'the pods, contsin about16 7 of protein on & dry basis and are.good
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| I.tfa fa-fd“ Gum exuding from the bark is largely 'used-as a paper pasts
_:':_rad in medmma _The bark has a litttle tannin. -

Ei{;e amtubla fur planting Tank besds, tank and canal bunds and
waiar uays-may be sown to babul in Dacember-]anu&ry when waler recedes
to the low. I?inq portions of the tank near the bund  The planting mey be
r:ﬂmmen“'ed on‘the forshore and extended ‘gradually inward. Planting on
the ‘canal und tank bunds mav be done just before the rainy season.

Eﬁ‘m’lug Theé seeds have a hard coat and reguire {o be abraded beiore
s::-wing._ The see{l ay be mixed with 30% of its weight ol sand, spread
cver a hard floor and a thin stone glab, like Cuddapah slab, movsd over it
to light‘r abrade the surface The seeds may be further soaked in waler
for 24 tﬂ 36 hours just before sowing as an additional precaution. Small
holes may be made inthe ground 10 lest apart, 2 to 3 seeds lmd thers and
coverad. No preparatory or afler oultivation is necessary. “When the
plants are ﬁhuut € months old, the seedlings may be thinned oul, leaving o
plant in each hole. No irrigation is necessary, though pot watering during
the first summer séason’ would be helpful. The plantztions should be
suar;ied'.aqaiﬁst goats which nip off the voung plants and prevent theni
fi‘om establishing and making growth. - The plantations begin to yield pods
from ihe 4th vear onward and fuel and timber from the 10th to 15th year.
The grawth.of the plantation depends on the fertility of the soil and its
depth. - When the growth is vigorous aliernsie rows of young trees could
be removed in the Bth year and space allowed for the spread of the remain-
ing lrees.. The thinnings would provide a small quantity of” fuel. The
plantstion msy be ready for cutting in 15'to 20 years, It is reslised that
babul is & slow grower and for immediaie reguirements auick arowing trees
should bs the' pl_'efarance-

P]Bntfl_tﬂunﬂ could ba easily raised in most of the tank bsds which are
likely to b= dry for a part of the year ai least and where during the sesson
tlhle depth of water standing would not be considerable. The cost of raiging
and maintaining the plantaiions is negligible and there are vast possibi-
lities wailing to be explored. Such plantslions would in.course of lime be
able to meet lhe lerae demand for fimber for agricullurs! implements, door
frames, fuel etc. A good guanlily of valuable pods would alse be availzble
during the periad of growth, The planisiions would not inlerfere with lhe
sisrage of water-in (he tanks, The plantations would aifford shade in
sumfmer for caltie grazing in itz lank ©rds. The plenlafions would yield
additianz] revenue, where none exisied bofore.

14251 of {Re tank beds, tank and canal bonds suileble for plantstions
are Government prope:ly and the depirhneris in churge may be entrusled
with tha fagk af raizsing the plantations. Where suitable villsae panchavale
or- grams-gangame. ore funsiioning, they could tske up the planling and
mainfenance work and the concessions aranted for the planting of frees in
porombnkas may be extended pleo to.lhe planting of frees in tank beds,
tank hands et



