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A NOTE ON E. C. 47 RAGI

Bv N. NARAYANAN
(Assistant Farm Manager, Central Farni, Cvimbatore).

This short note gives particulars of the performance of a variety of
Ragi known as E.C, 47, evolved by the Millets Specialist and tried on the
Central Farm during the two seasons 1929-30 and 1930-31. Raised on 2'3
million ‘acres out of a total 34-38 million acres under cultivation in the
Présidency, Ragi is next to Cholam, the chief millet crop, and its importance
to ‘the ryot is considerable. Any method adopted to improve the guantity
or 'the quality of the grain is a step taken in ths right direction.

In'1930-31, this variety was cultivated over a fairly large area on the
Central Farm. ‘The seed was sown on well prepared nurseries by the 2nd
and 3rd weeks of May 1930 at the rate of 1 Ib. per cent of nursery. area.

The seedlings were réady for planting by the 1st week of June and
they had made a very good growth by then. The fields were brought into
a state of fine tilth by summer ploughings and well manured with farm-yard
manure and well-rotten estate sweepings at 10 tons and 15 tons per acre
respectively,

The seedlings were 20 to 25 days old, when they were removed and
planted in the prepared fields, The usual attention was given. The seed-
lings established themselves very well within 10 days after planting.

Due to the failure of the South-West monsoon this year, the crop had
to be maintained by being irrigated once in 7 days. June received about
1-16 inches of rain, July was disappointing with only ‘44 inches, August
fared much worse with only ‘05 inches: Seplember witnessed a fall of 1-66
inches which was not of much use as 0:91 inches fell on the 19th when most
of the Ragi crop had almost become ready for harvest; so during the
growing period of the crop only 1'65 inches fell and this alone could be
utilized by the growing crop. Hence the mhote and engines were kept
constantly going during the trying period to keep the crop up. The
continued dry weather began to tell upon the crop to a certain extent.
Weeds were removed often as they appeared and a hoeing was given when
the erop was about 30 to 40 days old. The plants began to tiller about 30
to 40 days after planting. Tillering was profuse, the number of tillers
ranging from 20 to 25. The crop flowered when the plants were 70 to 75
days old. The flowering was uniform producing 6 to 7 spikes per head.
‘The spikes were also considerably longer than the local ragi spikes.
Maturity of ear-heads was more even. Even with adverse weather conditions
the variety pulled up and with the liberal dosage of manure given, easily
yielded over 3,500 Ibs. grain in a few cases and about 2,500 Ib. in others,

From these details one can easily find that while the average yield of
Ragi on the Central Farm from an area of 20 to 30 acres is ranging from
1,400 to 1,900 Ib. per acre, this year E, C. 47 has easily given more than
2,700 1b, an acre on a total area of 24 acres.
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