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Principles and Promise of the Co-operative Movement
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Preamble.— We have come together to celebrate the con-
tinued prosperity of a great wcrlﬁ-w:de Movement. We are
roud to realise not merely that this movenient has spread over
e wide world but even more that its universal suceess is due to
Lhe spontaneous response of many nations who constitute the one
Juwman Family. We recognige in the fact that bhis movement
liolds certain secrets which are fundamental:to human nature in
that aspect of it which wakes for human society. We realise in
.;hls phenomenon that Man has after all arrived at the discovery of
» method which is so normally constructive that all previous
1ethods of social relationship and social organisation are shown
1p as defective—as holding, in a real measure, elements of con-
flict and eventual destruction. Therefore it seews to be appro-
priate that, on this occasion, I should refrain from entering into
tmy of the problems which attend the practical application of the
co-operative method and venture to set out the ethical values of
co-operative movement, The practical problems are numerous—
even the most outstanding of them ; and they are being dealt with
1l the time in the Press and on the Platform. Some of them
'will be dealt with on this occasion by others who are competent to
speak on them with authority and experience. To ine the obvious
duty is to lift before you at the outset the radiant splendour of
the inner spiritual secrets of what is one of the most divine things
with which it is our privilege to be associatad,

Fundamentally an Ethical Movement.—Here in South
India our introduction to this movement has been in close conneec-
tion with money. DBut we have not needed a long acquaintance
with the movement fo realise that instead of it being soiled by
filthy lucre, it in its turn proves to be the magic which turns
finance into a missionary enterprise and a business into a bene-
faction. 1t was no unmeaning rhetoric when the late Justice
Sadasiva Ayyar said, * Co-operation is Religion.” With his

1PFLSI{1ET}H il address at the Lc‘il:bmtmu of the International
Co-operllor’s Day in .Madias Cily on-July 7, 1925 —wilh acknow-
ledgements lo the Young Men of ladia [or August,
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incisive discernment he looked below ecash and credit, -beneath
purchase and sale, underneath production and distribution, and saw
that in this matter the human genius had reached ftothe secrst
springs of all true social instinets. Hitherto the “social experimnents
had been based on surface channels whose muddy waters meandered
in ghallow beds which were frequently choked up with selfishness
and personal greed. But now the springs far beneath have been
reached, and thence the waters are gushing forth in creative
purity. o

Cooperation vs Cempetition.—The significance of this can
be more strikingly perceived if we comtemplate the alternative o
Cooperation. What has been the alternative to Cooperation in
all the nations, both Hast and West ? If is Competition. Contrast
the one with the other. Cooperation is' “ Bach for All and All
- for Bach.” Competition is *° Self for Self and the rest for Self.”
Competition gua competition can have no contribution to any who
are unequal in the race, those who fall behind in the race, as it
progresses. Competition has no room nor time for the weak or
the underprivileged, and ‘it assumes that they wmust, sooner or
later, go to the wall. Genervosity, humanity, philanthropy do
come in as remedial measures, But Competition, even at its
best, is only required by public opinion to observe certain negative
qualities: it is expected to refrain from unfair methoeds in the race
and in the use of the Rest for the advantage of Self. At ifs worst,
Competition is no other than self-aggrandizement at the expense
of everything that can be brought under use.

The value of Competition.—We are not forgebting  that
Competition also does hold certain ethical features which are of
undoubted value to the Individual and in some measure also fo the
Group. Competition is also based on certain fundamental human

«instinets which are healthy and croative, such as the desire to
excel and the desire to please. Much of what is precious in
human nature usually comes into play through-these instincts and
desires, Jutb at the sane time Competition is related to certain
other instinets and desires which are destructive and unsocial.
And we do claim that Cooperafion is based ‘on yet other human
instincts and desires, equally {undamental, but of far higher
ethical values, for they are ouf of all comnparison more congtructive
in théir social potency.
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Nature Red in Tooth and Claw.—It is somefimes alleged
that the evolution of species has been .worked gut by heartless
Nature under a relentless law of Competition. Nothing can be
more unecientific apd untrue. Under any such process it is im-
‘possible to conceive®he evolution of group-life among beasts or
men and-much less the evolution of any thing in Ma.n that we
tall higher and finer in his nature. Evmy inner instinet which
'nnw impels or enables mwan and woman to do or to think
nbove self-interest and self-gratification is indicative of certain
processes - which Thave thrc-acrh fong ages operated in all
sentient creatures suhlim&ting self and lifting it constantly
io that plane where it could find its best satisfaction
when 1t does something for others and sees others happy.
‘What is there gieater in human achievement than Mother-
hood ? Not .all the achievements of Napoleon cam be said
really to excel the self-giving of the simplest village wother in
‘Corsica where he was born. * And this which is the divinest in
Alan has its roots in the earliest of species which first came on
‘the scene millions of years ago. MBach of these species, as the
ages rolled onwaxd, have Etl.llg“l&d and suffered, lost and won, in a
jglea-t. never-ending war between self-taking and self-giving. The
record has been one of victories and deleais all along the line and
in every stage of the process. It is these victories “of eeif-giving
over self-taking that have in duoe fime brovght into being this
arvellous crown of the whole process—Man—who is s0 essen-
tially a social and spiritual personality that he could never find
himuself unless he gets out of himself and reaches out to help nisery
and wretchedness on the one hand and to the sublime and beauti-

fal on the other.

Self-taking in ierms of Sel f-giving.—But this interminahle
war bebween sell-giving and self-taking which has brought the
zieat species irto bem" and ennobled Lhe.;- in ever higher deuree
Im:n stage Lo stage wuas not wlu,p!e pioccs: even among the
siviplest of epecies. 1t wis and it is never a shripght i=sue het.wecn
seli-ziving and sell- Ln]-.ln'f The sceret is deeper.  Itisa [lioht to
un&erntaud that there is no real self-laking except in tevns of
seif-giving, and it is o Hzhi to practize thav principle in every -Any
activity.- i".\Dﬁlll}“ less than such a discorninent operating alruost
sutoinatically us an instinel eusnres, the continuance and even
wore the quality of the group and of the individual,—hoth gt the
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sane ‘time. That individual atlaing nearest fo pﬁrfechun who
most habitually dpes his laking in terms of giving ., that group race
or species attnins neavest to perfection which has the largest
number of such individuals. If the individualg who give never
take, that would mean the suicide of all the hest individuals and
eventnally of the group. If the individuzls who took never
gave, that would mean a few vampires for w hom all the rest
live, and eventually it will be just one superwa;mpue and
eunch a degradation of the rest that the whole group is laid at
the merey of any other group which has pursued a better
course, These are no theories. We are quite familiar .with
a state of affairs which in its extreme form was illustrated
when a crate of snakes were sent from BSouth America to the
Liondon Zoo. The number of snakes consigned were over a dozen.
When the crate was opened in Tiondon, there was just one huge
reptile which had swallowed all the other snakes and had also
eaten up every particle of the food which the caretaker had been
rationing out every day for the whole lot. "Which of us have
contemplated with equanimity the phenomenon of the Steel
Magnate or the Oil King. or the Super-Trust that is thrown up
by modern industrialism ?. Mass production on a gigantic scale
when it is worked out on the competition method implies the
aggraﬂa.tmn of wealth in the hands of a few foward which an
ever increasing namber of human creatures cantribute their powers
to the utuiost possibility. We have also seen in our own day the
eventual collapse of not a few of such monopolies, whether they
are based on class or caste, on capital or birth. The most tragic
of such collapses is, of course, Russia where a continental popu-
lation was thrown for o decade into the devastations of anarchy.
Is it not sigaificant that in that universal ruin of everything in
Russia the one really steadying agency has been the Cooperatives?.
The one challenge which Moscow has found it necessary to deal
with and finally to accommodate has come in steady silence fromn
“he farmers, and to the farmers the one source of strength is the
Cooperalive Movement.

He that Loseih his life shall save it and he ihat saveth his
life shall lose it. Consider for a moment those parodoxes wherewith
the Great Teacher revealed some of the verities of Human Persona-
lity. “He that loseth his life shall save it.” said He, and ,He did
not hesitate to lay down the opposite which' goes even farthar—
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“ He that saveth his life shall lose it.”. To elucidate these’ great
vuths He used certain homely illustrations *° Ye are the salb of
‘he earth” was one of them, Every man, womdn and child any-
where in the world knows the properties of salt. It gives taste
ind zest to every Rind of food, and what is more. it is the one
iiversal agency to preserve what will otherwise rot and decom-
jose. These are very great qualities. Salt brings out what is
he essential savour of other things; and salt saves everything into
vhich it enters from destruetion. But it does all this at the
yxpense of itself. Tmagine rasam without salt. It is entirely
neipid, no matter how many othér ingredients you put into ik
2ut in a pineh of salt and the savour of all other things in the
-asam are immediately brought out. But wherz.s the salt which
yas worked this miracle? If is still there, but it ie no longer by
tself. It is now in the rasam, part and parcel of if, finding its own
ulfilment by enabling the other things fo express themselves in
heir own best qualities. So also consider what happens fo a
‘ime fruit or a mango when left alone. It rots and becomes unfit
for man or beast. TLiet salt huve a chance- with it and .the fruit
;s preserved for years and becomes excellent food for kings. DBut
the salt which saved the fruit from death, has done it by losing
itself: The salt is not lost; it is where its glory is to be, in the
very heart and substance of what it has saved. Another pregnant
parable was used by the Master when he said, “ Ye are the Light
of the World.” Here again is the appeal to a thing that is per-
fectly familiar to every human being, however humble in life and
circumstances. DBe it a palace or hut, be it a great city avenue or
@ crooked village lane, the darkness of night is dispelled not by
any elaborate processes but by the simple deviece of lighting a
Jarap. One watch is struck and the darkness of the whole area is
instantly dispelled. But a light is of little use unless it keeps
going and so the light which is working this wonder is all the
fiine burning itself out. The wick nmst be trimmed and the oil
‘replenizhed, or in modern conditions, the battery must be recharged,
constantly, for the light is a process of sell-giving on tho part of
the thing which is giving light.  Here again the fulfilbuent of the
very purpose of exictence and the glory of it sll is in the fact of
losing one’s geparate entity in the service of the world. This same
truth the Master carried forward into its fuller and deeper signific-
ance in the famous parable of the Vine. I am the Vine avd ye
are thesbranches * was His meseage,, The Vine does not live
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unto mself : it exists for others: It bears fruite nob in its stem but
in its br'mclmq and the branches eannot bhear fruit except when
they abide in thetsten:. Such an interdependenca-is indispensable
for [rnit bearing. Again the peculiarity of the Vine is -that it is
re]eatlesqlv cut Eiown almost to its roots every.single season, It
has to give up its glory and ifs possessions 1’eafr after  year. And
beecause of that ttemtmant it comnes oub in greater glory and ip
more abundant possession of branches every. ‘spring. - And in all
ita limbs its life-blood courses bodying itself in- Iuscions grapes
which is most wonderful to see and most delicious to eat. DButb all
that beauty and sustenance are forthwith given away: They .are
not for the Vine or its branches ; they are meant fo be - consumed,
to be enjoyed and assimilated. by others. And so in many an-
other imagery the Master reiterated this Liaw of Life ever bring-

ing ont a fresh aspect of its application.
Reproduced from “Young Men of India™ August, 28 Vol, 40 No. 8
(To be continued®

Chinese Agriculiure and its Lessons for India.
By Dn. K. KEuxeI KANNAN, M. A., Pu. D.

The achievements of Scientific Agricultnre in the West arve
of such magnitude that we in India arve apt to look to the West al-
most axcluswely for inspiration and guidance in the matter of im-
prévement of our Agriculture. While this attitude is for the most
part justified there ave other directions also to” which we may turn
with advantage. Agriculture in the Far Bast has important analo- -
gies with that of Tndia not only because in the Far Bast as well
as in India Agriculture dates back forty centuries but also becaure
the pressure on land in Indin, if it has not already reached, ie
likely to reach bhefore long the sawe degree it bas in China and

«Japan. It is true that even these countries look to the West for
development of their agriculfure on scientific lines, but " investiga-
tions have shown that the essential prineiples of many & discovery
of agricultural science have been grouped very early in China and
an unfa.ﬂlug practice built-upon them. Indeed in certain depart-
ments it is the West that has to learn from China and Japan more
than these centuries have to learn from them,



