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his opinion An expansion of staff for purpeses of demonstration, as
rightly demanded in the Legislative Council. Tha great dispropar-
tion and inadequacy of a staff of 78 officers to serve an area of 39
million acres of cultivated land in the Presidency was salf-evident.
Again there were about 5 million acres of arabla land now lying
wasle that remained to be otilised—a work that the Agricaltural
Dept. had, in his opinion, to undertake. He wasglad to be able
to state that, through the kind offices of Mr. Noyee, Devslopment
Secretary, about 15 new posts had recently besn sanctioned. He
further added that as compared with other paris of the world the
standard of living in India was very lowand that a raising of the
standard of living was bound to interact and induce a higher
standard of production and thereby make Agricaiture asa pro-
fession more remunerative, Referring to the studeats among the
audience, he said that as Ffuture citizens they owed a daty to the
“s0il", which devolved on them the work not oaly of bringing mor®
land under caltivation and thus increasing production, but also of
takiog to the ryots tha results of rasearch work turned out at this
ingtitution and thws of helping the development of their matherland.
He added that he was sure there were among the officers of the
Agricultural Dapartment, some on whom the Spirit of Seience had
descended and thought that with their co-operation the expansion of
the Department on useful lines was assurad.

Fresident’'s Concluding Epeeach.

Sir K. V. Reddi Nayudu, rising amidst chisers said that he falt he
ought to congratulate the members of the Conlerence oo a very suc-
cessful session. He declared that he waz glad he was able 1o stop till
the close of the conlerence, for he folt he had thereby  become a hetter
informed man. He, howewver, felt that it was rather strange that all
the papers contributed by the institution should have ecome mostly
from junicr officers and declared that, although it waz laudable of the
Heads of sections to encourage pamiors, he had expected a few
at least from the senior officers. He also thought that some of the
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important crops—such as cotton and oil seeds—should have recetved
soma attention ot the confereace. Referviog 1o Dr. Kunbikannan's
paper he said he was of opinion that ina vast coutitry like Tadia there
was scope Loth for emall holdings.and for capitalistic farming and de-
clarad that what was really weaded at the present moment fur effecting
improvement in Ageiculturs in India was tha devalopment of ©n-ppera-
tion among villagers  As regards State aid to agriculiure, he said
that be had long been having under contemslation the introduction
of an act similar to the State Aid to Indostries Act, which ha had
the fortune to see through the Council recently and he promised in
case he was again teturned to the Council, it would ba his sarnece
endeavour to press for it with all the'devotion hs was cupable of.,
He said there were many anomalies in the presen! constitution of
the GGovernment, of which a Minister in charge of Agricultural
Development but without any pawsr of control over TIrrigation was
but one, but he daclnred that, whether he was a Winister inm the next
council or mersly a Mamber, Agriculture would always be dear to
his heart as he believed that its development was one of the best
means of bringing about the uplift of the country,
He then deciared the Conference closed.

The President of the Union--Mr. F. R. Parnel,—then thanked

Sir K. V. Reddi heartily for hie kind and ahle services in guiding
the discussions during the Conference,
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CORRIGENDA.

{1) Pleuse reast in Vol XT No. 5, in artichs on Rreininiscences
of o recent tour in the West UCoust” iu PGB prea 10, fiue 3, S febaer
Farm” for “Trichur Town.”

e

(2} Please read, in the same issnain artisle on Plantain Coltiva-

tiom iu the Cnovers Valley," p. 166, live 2, W lutter" for “the Hrmer

Editar,



