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The Secretary will read the annwal Report of the working of the
Tnion-and thers is, therefore, nothing for me to tay on that sohject,
I should like, bowever, to refer to the impartance of the general meet-
ing of the Union ta be held on Tuesday morning, The question of
registration has to be discussed aod 1 hope the general condition of
the nion, its aims and working will be considered with o view to
widening the scope of its work and placiog it in a sounder foancial
condition.

I am pleased to see several of our Hodorary Visitors here to-day.

Presidential Address,

Sir K. Venkata Reddi Nayudu —President—in opening the Con-
ference declnred that, as a Minister, he was personally most proud to be
associzted with agriculture, for, was it not appropriate that, coming of
g Agricaltaral family —a family belonging to & community of agricul-
turists—linown as the #“Kapos''—he should be in charge of Agricul-
tural Development ? Reforring to the congratulations made by Mr,
Parpell and the Union on the Knighthood conferred on him, he said
ha did not consider that as an honour conferred on him individually,
but rather as an honour done to the Development Department as s
whole, For, if he was able to show any work as the Development
Wlinister, was it not becausy ho bad received the loyal co-operation of
all the varions sections ? He was particularly glad to state that be had
recaived the best help of all from the Agricaltural Depdrtment.
Adverling to the fact that several of the European OMficers of the De-
partment had retired from service during the past two years, he 5!1'“‘.!'
he was sorty that the country had to hear the loss of their valuable
services. He was afraid that such a retipment was probably due to
the sense of insecurity created by irrssponsible speeches, made in Con-
gress platforms and elsewhere, with regard to the future responsibility
for the pension contributions of Europeans in the services. Although
such a retirement had the effect of indirectly lringing about the India-
mication of the Agricultural Service wimed at by the Relorm Act
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sooner than originally intended, he was sinceraly grieved that thereby
the technical skill and experience possessed by the European officers
was irretrievably lost to the country., He, however, plaialy informed
the Europedn officers that any advarss opinion formed by them as to
the motives of the Indian Legislatore was absclutely unfounded and
solemnly assured them that “India would never play them falss,”

Relerring to the Presidential address of the last Conference (1421)
he said he concurred with the President—Mr. MacMichael—in con-
demning “‘eyewarsh™ and advised the department to continue to do
honest, unostentatious work as heretofore,  He did not howaver thinlk
that there was a greater danger of the substitute of “eyewash” under a
democracy than under any other form of Government, He confessed,
however, that in the [irst two years of the present Legislative Council,
there was a good deal of misinformed criticism directed against the
Agricultural Department, but that when a hand-book such as * The
. Popular Account of the Madras Agricultural Department'’ was pub-
lished the situation was greatly remedied. Ho laid great stress on the
value and necessity of publicity, especially under a demoeratic Govern-
ment and declared that in his opinion advertizement was oecessary for
the Agricultural Department, as otherwise the work done by ‘the de-
partment would escape the notice of the public,

As stated by His Majesty the King Emperor at Roms, Agri-
culture was the foundation on which the whole fabrie of a nation
whether viewed from the political, sconomic or sacial standpoints
depended, and as such needed the whola-hearted enconragement of the
State. He emphasised therefore, the importance of the Agrienltoral
officers being in greater touch with the ryots and thereby banefiting
them. He was of opinion that research work carried on honestly
and unostentationsly should go hand in hand with advertiseinent and
demonstration.

He stated that he was satisfiad from persanal ohservation that
work in the Agricaltural Department was on rvight linss and that
from the beginning he turned his attention, tharefars, more to the
Department of Industries instead. As far as Agriculiure was
concerned, what was greatly nsed.d at the preseol moment was in
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his opinion An expansion of staff for purpeses of demonstration, as
rightly demanded in the Legislative Council. Tha great dispropar-
tion and inadequacy of a staff of 78 officers to serve an area of 39
million acres of cultivated land in the Presidency was salf-evident.
Again there were about 5 million acres of arabla land now lying
wasle that remained to be otilised—a work that the Agricaltural
Dept. had, in his opinion, to undertake. He wasglad to be able
to state that, through the kind offices of Mr. Noyee, Devslopment
Secretary, about 15 new posts had recently besn sanctioned. He
further added that as compared with other paris of the world the
standard of living in India was very lowand that a raising of the
standard of living was bound to interact and induce a higher
standard of production and thereby make Agricaiture asa pro-
fession more remunerative, Referring to the studeats among the
audience, he said that as Ffuture citizens they owed a daty to the
“s0il", which devolved on them the work not oaly of bringing mor®
land under caltivation and thus increasing production, but also of
takiog to the ryots tha results of rasearch work turned out at this
ingtitution and thws of helping the development of their matherland.
He added that he was sure there were among the officers of the
Agricultural Dapartment, some on whom the Spirit of Seience had
descended and thought that with their co-operation the expansion of
the Department on useful lines was assurad.

Fresident’'s Concluding Epeeach.

Sir K. V. Reddi Nayudu, rising amidst chisers said that he falt he
ought to congratulate the members of the Conlerence oo a very suc-
cessful session. He declared that he waz glad he was able 1o stop till
the close of the conlerence, for he folt he had thereby  become a hetter
informed man. He, howewver, felt that it was rather strange that all
the papers contributed by the institution should have ecome mostly
from junicr officers and declared that, although it waz laudable of the
Heads of sections to encourage pamiors, he had expected a few
at least from the senior officers. He also thought that some of the



